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4 Letter on the divine infpiration 
of the holy feriptures. 


Sir, 

. LL feripture is given by 

infpiration of God.’”? This 
is a cardinal truth—the main pil- 
lar on which the knowledge of 
every thing important to man is 
built. To queftion this is an at- 
tempt to fet the world afloat with- 
out pilot orcompafs. By fcripture 
is meant the holy bible in all its 
parts, without the exception of a 
fingle paragraph or word.* ‘The 
fentence, “ All fcripture is given 
by infpiration of God,” is a quo- 
tation from the writings of the 
apoftle Paul. He had particular 
refpeat to the {criptures of the old- 





* This is not to be underftood, that 
every fpeaker in the holy fcriptures, 
fpake as moved by the Holy Ghoft ; or 
that every word or {peech narrated in 
them, is true. The ferpent faid to 
Eve, “ Yefhall not furely die:” and 
Job’s friends did not always {peak the 
thing which was right concerning God. 
The erroneous opinions of even good 
men,.as well.as their faults in practice, 
are often related:in fcripture. All we 
underftand to be intended is, that the 
penmen of tbe bible, in every word of 
at, were guided by unerring infpiration. 
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teflament ; for the new-teftament 
was but jn part written. It how- 
ever applies as well to the one tef- 
tament as tothe other. Perhaps 
the apoftle wrote this by the fpirit 
of prophecy, and intended to in- 
clude them both. Both are writ- 
ten by the fame infpiration, and 
equally bear the ftamp of divine 
authenticity. ‘This will appear as 
we proceed. 

The infpiration of God here in- 
tended, is a divine, infallible fuper- 
mtendence of every portion that is 
written, fo that God is the author 
of thewhole. There is however 
fome difference with refpect to the 
agency of the Holy Spirit in the 
infpiration of the various parts of 
which it iscompofed. Some part 
of it was written by an immediate 
revelation of the things contained 
to the infpired writers, of which 
they had been entirely ignorant 
before. Of other parts the wri- 
ters had more or Jefs acquaintance 
of the things recorded, either hy 
ordinary information, or tbeir own 
perfonal knowledge. The hiftory 
of the creation of the world, aod 
moft of the events before the flood 
claim to have been matter of pure 
revelation. -Mofes, who.has gyy- 
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énvs an account of thefe things, | part, a prophecy of Chrift, and 


muft have been ignorant of the 
time taken up in the work of cre- 
ation, and of the order and mian- 
ner of God’s proceedings in it, 
until it was immediately revealed. 
God faw it beft that mankind 
fhould be informed of the begin- 
ning of the world, and that they 
fhould have a fhort compendious 
hiftory of its firft ages, which 
could not have been given but by 
revelation. Many parts of the 
{criptures are prophecies of things 
which were to take place in times 
then future. This is true both of 
the old and new-teftaments. Thus 
the bondage of the people of H- 


rael, and their deliverance out of 


Egypt, their conqueft of Canaan, 
their Babylonian captivity, and 
their prefent difperfion were fore- 


told. Almoft every thing which 


refpected the birth, life, death and 
refurrefion of Chrift, was recor- 
ded before there could have been 
any probability, in the view of any 
man, that fuch a character would 
make his appearance, at that or 


‘any other time, in our world. 


There are alfo numerous predic- 
tions refpecting the concerns of 


individuals and nations, and efpe- | 


cially of the church. Thefe make 
up a large portion of the holy ferip- | 
tures. “And as thefe coubd not 
have been forefeen by the penetra- 
tion of the writers, they muft have 
had their knowledge of them by | ¢ 
exprefs revelation. Betides ; 
the numerous commands of God 




















sare giv en to us as matters of reve- | 


lation. The writers profefs to 
have received them in this way 
from God. The laws and dirce- 
tions given to Mofes refpecting his 
conduéting the children of Hfraci 
from Egypt to the borders of the 
land of promife, the ten command- 
ments, the whole of the levitical | 


| j 
| 
| 
| 


of the gofpel falvation, and all the 

meflages of the prophets, claim to 
be matter of immediate revelation. 
Thefe commands, inftitutions, and 
directions, make up another large 
portion of the fcriptures. Fur- 
ther ; all that is faid in the fcrip- 
tures concerning the exercife of 
divine mercy to this finful world, 

the redemption by which the way 
of mercy was opened, the meth- 
ods by which men may become par- 
takers of it, all the direétions con- 
cerning it,—its doétrines and all 
Chrittian inftitutions and inftruc- 
tions, and the declarations made 
refpeGting a future world, and the 
interefts and circumftances of it, 
and of the day of general judg- 
ment which precedes the retribu- 
tions of eternity, all are fuch, that 
if they are true, they are matters 
immediately revealed to the pen- 
men of the {criptures ; for they 
could not have obtained the knowl- 
edge of thein in any other way. 
This alfo forms another great part 
of the {criptures. 

Some other parts of the bible are 
hiftories of events, which were 
more or lefs known to the writers. 
Such were the miracles wrought 
| by Mofes in the land of Egypt, 
at the Red Sea, andin the wilder- 
nefs,—the deftruction of the 
Egyptians, and the deliverance and 
journeyings of the Ifraclites. The 

general hiftories of the people of 
irae! i in after generations might 
have been known, in fome meaf- 
ure, by the writers, by informa- 
tion and records, or they might 
in many inftances have been eyce 
witneifes of the facts wisca they 
recorded. ‘This alfo was the 
cafe with the evangelifts, ont the 

writer Of the aéts of the apoitles. 
The infpiration of this portion of 
the {criptures has been doubted by 


inftitutions, which were, in agreat' fome who profefs to believe the 
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truth of the feriptures in general, 
on the ground that in this cafe in- 
fpiration was not needed.’ But 
though an immediate revelation of 
things well known was unnecefla- 
ry, yet it was neceflary that there 
should have been a divine, infallible 
fuperintendence, as much over this, 
as over any part of that book. It 
was neceflary, becaufe the hiftori- 
ans would otherwife be liable to 
miftakes, thro’ mifinformation and 
erroneous apprehenfions, to which 
all imperfeé beings may be fubject. 
It was alfo neceffary, that, thofe 
and only thofe things fhould be re- 
corded, which might render the 
{criptures perfe&t, and entirely fit- 
ted for the ufes for which they are 
intended. A very {mall part of 
the hiftory of perlne and things is 
related. Every thing unneceffary 
isfuppreffed. ‘There is nothing re- 
dundant—nothing wanting. Some 
things which were written, the 
writers could not have tho’t impor- 
tant, asthe hiftoryof Ruth. But 
God faw it was neceflary, — to 
give the lineage of Chrift, and ef- 
pecially as in this inftance it was 
of Gentile extraction. It was 
therefore necefiarythat God fhould 
make the felection. ‘The fuperin- 
tendence of God, in thefe things, 
confifts in his revealing to the wri- 
ters what things they fhould record, 
and taking care that ne errors, 
falfe colorings, or other imper- 
fections fhould enter into their hif- 
tories. And this is fitly calledthe 
infpiration of God, tho’ in fome 
cafes not an immediate revelation 
of faéts. By the infpiration of 
God is therefore meant, either 
the immediate revelation of his 
Spirit, or his infpiring men to fe- 
leé&t and relate fuch facts, with in- 
fallible re@titude, as he faw were 
for the benefit of his people. In 
this way the old-teftement was in- 
ded. And in the fame way the 





writers of the new-teftament were 
under the guidance of the Holy 
Ghoft. Chrift promifed his difci- 
ples the Holy Ghoft, who fhould 
reveal to them all neceffary truth, 
and bring all things to their remem- 
brance, whatfoever he had faid un- 
to them. 

It will be demanded, what evi- 
dence we have that the f{criptures 
are given by fuch infpiration ? 
There are numerous evidences ; 
fome of which will now be men- 
tioned. The {criptures exhibit a 
God whofe chara¢ter is incompara- 
bly more excellent than any in- 
habitant of this world could have 
invented; for it is now, tho’ re 
vealed, beyond our comprehen- 
fion. It is a confiftent chara@er, 
and every where fupported, by all 
the writers, and perfeétly compares 
with the events of providence. It 
differs widely from the charatter 
which all the heathen philofophers 
gave of him whom they called the 
father of godsand men. It isin 
every refpe@ infinitely fuperior to 
theirs. They could not conceive 
of a being without a beginning, 
and their gods, all have a genealogy 
up from fon to father. ‘The f{crip- 
ture God is without beginning of 
days, felf-exiftent and independent. 
Their God was only a great man. 
They reprefent him with all the 
evil pafhons of a man, capricious, 
deceitful, faife, lafcivious and ma- 
lignant, fubject to every vice 
which belongs to the moft infa- 
mous charaéters among men, and 
yet poffeffing alfo the excellencies 
of men. ‘They had no idea of a 
perfect charaéter, and depraved 
beings could not originate fuch 
an idea. But the bible draws a 
charaéter new to the world, and 
altogether perfect in unbounded 
excellency. 

The chara@er given of Jefus 
Chrift is another evidence of the in- 
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fpiration of thebible. It is fingular. 
It exhibits a perfect moral charac- 
ter, entirely fupported, under all the 
various and moft trying cjrcum- 
{tances incident to humanlife. A 
thoufand human writers have ex- 
erted all their talents and inven- 
tions to exhibit a perfect human 
character ; but all have failed for 
want of a model. They appear 
exceedingly low, erroneous and 
deficient when read and compared 
with the bible hiftory of Chrift. It 
‘was written by four different men, 
of no erudition, each of whom has 
infinitely exceeded all the other 
writers of our world.—They were 
certainly infpired. 

.The laws, precepts and morals 
of the {cripturés are uniformly fup- 
ported in perfect harmony, by all 
the different writers, they are fault- 
lefs and compleat—worthy of be- 
yng given by fuch a being as God, 
exprefive of his infinite intelli- 
gence, purity, goodnedfs, righteouf- 
nefs and univerfal perfection. — 
They infinitely tranfcend every 
thing of the kind ever publifhed in 
our world for their extent and 
excellence.—The gofpel in all its 
parts,—the view the bible gives of 
@ future world,—the motives it 
prefents to imprefs duty,—its dee 
velopement of the human heart in 
all circumftances,—all are truly 
wonderful, and wholly unequalled 
by any thing that ever was féen or 
imagined by mankind. They 
bring an infinite weight of evidence 
that it is derived from the infpiva- 
tion of God. 

It has been already noticed that 
a large portion of the fcriptures 
confilts of prophecies. God only 
could know what he defigned to 
bring to pafs. Hundreds, if not 
thoufands of thefe prophecies have 
been already fulfilled, and all in 
their due order, and they are now 
in atrain of accomplifhment before 








{Dea 


our eyes. The flate of the Jews, 
of the fucceflive monarchies of the 
eaftern world, of the Grecian 
churches, of Antichrift, and to 
thefe much more might be added ; 
‘all demonftrate that the fcriptures 
‘were infpired of God. 

The miracles which are record- 
ed as having taken place in confirm- 
ation of revelations from God, ftill 
continue to give evidence of it. If 
they were wrought at the time, 
they certainly were evidence. The 
nature of the miracles related was 
fuch as could not admit of decep- 
tion. Letus fingle out the mira- 


. cles of Mofes in Egypt, at the Red 


Sea and in the wildernefs as a 
fample of the reft. Thefe are 
fome of the moft ancient miracles. 
The people of Ifrael could not 
have been deceived in refpec to 
thefe by the low tricks of legerde- 
thain. Had they not been true, 
the people of Ifrael could never 
have been made umiverfally to be- 
lieve them. And it was impofhi- 
ble in a few generations after they 
had arrived at Canaan to have in- 
vented them, and made the whole 
nation believe that they were trué, 
and that they had always under- 
{tood the fame things from their 
fathers, and from the records of 
their nation. It would be new 
impofhble to palm fuch things upon 
Americans, refpeéting the coming 
of our fore-fathers from Europe. 
They muit have been true :—And 
befides, the occafions on which 
thefe, and all the other miracles 
related in the fcriptures, are faid 
to have been wrought, are worthy 
ofthem. They were to atteft a 
revelation from God, of infinite 
concern to our world. It is rea- 


fonable to fuppofe that in fuch a 
concern, the Moft High would 
give the moft ftriking and incon- 





teftible* evidence that it was a 
This of it- 


revelation from him. 


r8or.} 


felf goes far towards rendering all 
thofe miracles credible. Other 
evidences of the divine infpiration 
of the holy {criptures might be giv- 
en. Among them are the repre- 
fentations of the relations fubfifting 
among intelligent beings, and the 
duties which refult from them.— 
The reafonablenefs and importance 
of all the doétrines and duties {ta- 
ted, and the peculiar evidence of 
true believers from the communica- 
tions of the Holy Spirit : but thofe 
which have been briefly noticed 
are conclufive, and [ cannot but be 
confident that my friend will ef- 
teem them {>. _ But befere I clofe 
this letter, which has already im- 
perceptibly become very long, you. 
will permit me to make feveral 
other obfervations with reference 
to yourfelf, aad to the account 


which you give mc of feveral of | Unlefs we place implicit confi- 
. | . . 
your neighbours. It feefis that | dence in the {criptures, whether 


fome of them are unwilling to fub- 
mit implicitly to the teltimony of 
the fcriptures refpecting things 
which they cannot comprehend. 
Others deny the prefent obligation 
of the old teftament, and fome the 
fpirituality of the new. And a 
few openly queftion the authentici- 
ty of the whole ; while others fpi- 
ritualife it into nonfenfe and myfte- 
ty, as unintelligible as the jargon 
of magicians and forcerers, and 
give it any meaning, or n¢iecaning, 
as their fancy, impiety, eathufiafm 
or blafphemy directs. Thefe 
are all much alike fo far as it 
refpects their opinions on the di- 
vine origin of the facred {criptures. 
All tend to one point—to the re- 
je&tion of the whole. 

Since all Scripture is given by 
infpiration of God, you fee that 
all parts of it come to us authen- 
ticated by the fame authority.— 
Onething is to be relied upon with 
tke fame confidence as another. 
That which will fhake the'grounds 
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| diflatishes their reafonings, or dif- 
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of belief in any one inftance, will 
in every one. If we queftion one 
ideay one piece of hiltory, one : 
command, promife, threatening, 
or any one reprefentation, we may 
as weil queftion another, and a- 
nother and the whole. If we 
would be confiftent, we mutt be- 
lieve either that the whole of it is 
true, or that no part of it is the 
word of God. When men fay, 
we do not know but that it may be 
all true; but this part is probable, 
and that improbable,—this is true, 
but of that we do not know what to 
believe,—we do not believe nor 
difdclieve it, they have then taken 
the ground which entirely fubverts 
the whole. Every thing which 


pleafes their pafhonsor inclinations, 
will be pafled over as improbable. 


the thing written might feem prob- 
able or improbable to us,—unlefs 
we believe it upon the bare tefti- 
mony of the bible, all confidence ts 
gone in the only direétion to the 
way of falvation, which is afford- 
ed for our world. The teftimony m4 

of God is then fubjected to the de- Le | 
cifions of our own purblind, partial t 
reafonings, which are always fway- 

ed by our prejudices and inclina- 

tions, and are too narrow to com- 

prehend the interefts of the uni- 

verfe. When thefe {criptures are 

thus fubjeSted to our caprice, we 

have in fact become infidels, and 

the bible will be believed or difbe- 

lieved as we pleafe, and conftrued 

or mifconftrued to favor our lufts, 

and fupport our favorite opinions. f 
Every degree of deviation from. : 
the beliefof the plain meaning of 

the bible as it ftands, according to 





the natural import of every part of ie 
it, comparing it together as its own 
interpreter, is a ftep towards infi- ca: 


delity. When men profeis not to a 
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know what to believe about certain 
things in the bible, as tor inftance 
the flaughter of the Philiftines by 
Sampfon, becaufe it would feem 
improbable, their foundation is 
gone, the teftimony of God weighs 
very light with them, and they 

have unworthy ideas of the fcrip- 
tures. What they believe, they 
believe becaufe it is probable, and 
not becaufe it is the word of God 
—You have perhaps heard fome 
excufe their unbelief in particular 
things, by faying that they do not 
doubt but that the penmen of the 
Scriptures were honeft men, and 
wrote according to their infor- 
mation and belict of things, and 
that they may be depended on in 
the main, tho’ in fome lefs things 
they might miftake. Such deny 
that all {cripture is given by infpi- 
ration of God.  ‘Lhey rely on hu- 
man integrity, not on divine vera- 
city. Youhaveread fome authors, 
who have takenthis ground to con- 
vince infidels. “hey have in this 
met them half way, and done mii- 
chief tothecaufe. Since a!] {crip- 
ture is given by infpiration of God, 
we are under infinite obligation to 
give equal and entire credit to ev- 
ery individual thing it contains. 
If it bean affronttoa man, your 
equal, to accufe him of falfe re- 
pememacions, whi at mult it be to 
queftion the moft High. 

Since all fcripture is given by 
infpiration of God it follows s, that 

all the direétions given in it are of 
radifpenfible obligation upon us. 
Every thing omitted, or done con- 
trary to the initructions of the 
icriptures is a dire@ refufal to fub- 
mit to the authority of Ged. 

‘The evidence we have of the di- 
vine authenticity of the fcriptures, 
venders it certain that all the pre- 
cious promifes, and awful threat- 
enings of the bible will be accom- 
wWithed. ‘I’here is no scom for 
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doubt. It is important that we 
believe them, and take heed to our- 
felves accordingly. 

Tt will alfo follow, that all the 
doGrines contained in the {crip- 
tures are true, whether we can, or 
cannot iee the reafonablenefs and 
confiftency of them. ‘They are 
written: That is fuflicient, they 
mult be received. 

Finally, fince all {cripture is giv- 
en by infpiration of God, you 
cannot but unite with me in ac- 
knowledging that we have abund- 
ant reafon to blefs God, that he 
has given us an infallible ftandard 
of truth and duty. We are not 
neceflitated to examine every new 
theory of religion that is obtruded 
upon the world—are not left to 
the mercy of the winds and waves, 
to be carried about with every wind 
of doéirine. We have a fure 
word of teftimony, unto which 
we do well to give heed, astoa 
light that fhineth in a dark place. 
It is idle, it 1s impious to leavethis, 
and be forever examining all the 
wild theories which teem from the 
heated imaginations, diftra¢ted 
heads and corrupted hearts of in- 
fidels and fanatics.—lLet us hon- 
eftly {tudy, believe, meditate on, 
and obcy thofe fcriptures which 
are given by infpiration of God, 
or we fhall be ever learning, and 
never come to the knowledge of 
the truth. That by a ftedfaft ad- 
herence to this infallible guide you 
may rejoice in God, and inherit 
the promifes, isthe ardent with 


of yours, &c. 
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Mess’rs Epirors, 

IF you judge the following 
tends to public edification, pleafe 
to give it a place in the Maga- 
zine. 


HOUGH the word jultifi- 
cation, is ufed in en 
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fenfes, yet in the facred {criptures, 
and particularly, in the gofpel, the 
juftification of a finner before God, 
doth always mean his being dif- 
charged from the punifhment he 
deferved as atranfgreffor to fuffer, 
and his being reftored to the priv- 
ileges, which, by his fin, he had | 
forfeied. There are but two 

ways in which a perfon can be juf- 

tified before God, viz. By his own 

perfonal righteoufaefs, or for the 

fake of the righteoufnefs of ano- 

ther, as a furety yielded in his 

ftead. That no mere man, fince | 
the fall, can, or ever did fo keep 
and obey the divine law, as to be 
juftified on account of a perfonal 
righteoufnefs of his own, will be 
acknowledged, even by many, 
who neverthelefs, do practically | 
contradict it. How many of thofe | 
who openly and before men pro- | 
fefs this truth, yet do fecretly in 

heart, before the heart-fearching | 
God, practically contradiét it? In | 
fecking to build up a righteoufnes | 
of their own, which they dare not 
indeed whoily depend upon for | 
their juftificat.gn before God, yet | 
they hope that that, together with | 
the righteoufnefs of Chrift, will ! 
fuffice for that infinitely important | 
purpofe. It%s much the drift of | 
the gofpel to teach and perfvade 
us, that no perfon of ail the human 
race, is, or can be juftified before 
God, on account of any perfonal | 
righteoufnefs of his own, or by the 
deeds of the law. 

The other way of a finner’s juf 
tification before God, is on ac- | 
count of the righteoufnefs of ano- 
ther, as his furety ytelded in his | 
ftead; and that yielded by Jefus ; 
Chrift, as the only furcty and Sa- 
viour of finners, fatisfics law and 
juftice, and is therefore that only 
which can be fufficient for a per- 
fon’s juftification in the fight of | 


God. 
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Some there are who conclude 
and pkeafe themfelves with the no- 
tion, that there is now under the 
gofpel, fuch an abatement in the 
law, that if a perfon is but fincerey 
he is jultified before God, on ac- 
count of his fincerc, though but im- 
perfect righteoufnefs ; but this is in 
effect, to feek and expect juftifica- 
tion in the way of the law, and by 
the deeds of the law ; and fuch as 
do fo conclude, muft, I think, en- 
tertain very wrong notions of the 
holy and unchangeable law of 
God, 2s if it was too ftri€t before, 
or as if by the coming and media- 
tion of Chrift, the law was altered 
in its commands and demands, un- 
der the gofpel conftitution. If 
God did juftify the finner, releaf- 
ing him from deferved punifhment, 
and reftoring him to forfeited priv- 
ileges, on account, or for the 
fake of the finner’s own perfonal 
righteoufnefs, which is utterly de- 
ficient in view of the law, however 
fincere he may be, how would 
God, in fo doing, be juft ? as the 


| apoitle affures us that he is; Rom. 


i. 26. * To declare at this time, 
his righteoufnefs, that he might be 
joft, and the juftifier of him that 
believeth in Jefus.” 

It is not for the fake of any per- 
fon’s defe€tive and imperfe&t right- 
coufnefs that God doth juftify any 
one; but for the righteoufnefs’ 
fake alone of Chrift, the finner’s 
furety, whofe rightecufnefs is fo 
every way adequate to all the 
claims and demands of the law 
and juftice of God, fo that even 
his holinels, truth and juftice did 
not defcry any, even the leaft de- 
ficiency or imperfeétion in it ; it is 
only for the fake of that law-fulfil- 
ling and jufticc-fatisfying righteouf- 
nels of Chrift, as a furety, whom 
Ged hath appointed, and who vo- 
luntarily obeyed; and whom the 


believing finner doth by faith re- 
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ceive, that God doth jultify any. 


one of the human fallen race. So 
that believing in Jefus Chrift, doth 
very much confift in a perfon’s de- 
nying all dependance upon ary 
righteoufnefs of his own, fer his 
juitification befere God ; and de- 
pending therefor folely upon the 
righteoufnefs of Chrift, as the fin- 
ner’s furety and only Saviour. He 
is faid to be the furety of a better 
teftament, Heb. vii. 22. Not bet- 
ter becaufe of the abatement in the 
law (beforementioned) or becaufe 
the fmner may now be juttified, 
(if fincere) on account of his im- 
perfect righteoufnefs ; but on ac- 
count of the manner, in which the 
benefit or privilege may now (un- 
der the gofpel) be attained by fin- 
ners. Under the law, the condi- 
tion of a-perfon’s juftification, was 
his yielding, in his own perfon, 
obedience or righteoufnefs fufficient 
for that purpote. The language of 
that covenant was, do and live ; 
the language of the new covenant 
or gofpel is, believe and live.— 
Believe on the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
who has yielded a moft full and 
complete obedience and righteouf- 
nefs, and God is juft in juftifying 
thee on account of that perfeét 
rishteonfnefs, even for the fake of 
that furetyfhip righteoufnels of 
Chrift, who has made fuch a com- 
plete atonement for fin, and fatis- 
faction to divine jaftice, that on its 
account, God is juft in juftifying 
every one who believeth in Jefus 
Chrift ; jufk to himfelf, juft to his 
truths and holy Jaw, in fo doing. 
There was none of that abatement 
(pretended) made to Chrift the 
furety ; no, he fulfilled the law in 
every iota and tittle of it; he per- 
fetly fatisfied divine juftice, and 


dt is only on account of his perfe& 


righteoufnefs, that any one of the 
guilty human race, is, or can be 


juftified before God. ~-Hence 
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Chrift is faid to be the end of the 


law for righteoufnefs, to every one 
who believeth in him, Rom. x. 4. 
and no where elfe can a righteouf- 
nefs be found, fufficient for this in- 
finitely important purpofe, viz. 
The finner’s juftification before 
God; but in Chrift, the furety 
and only Saviour of finners ; he 
hath brought in a complete and 
everlafting righteoufnefs, and that 
only is f tcient for the finner’s 


juftification. Taiah xlv. 24, 25. 


“‘ Surely fhall one fay, in the Lord 
have I righteoufnefs and ftrength ; 
even to him fhall men come, and 
all that are “incenfed againit him 
fhall be afhamed: In the Lord 
fhall the fecd of Ifrael be juftified 
and fhall glory.” None of all the 
human, fallen race of mankind may 
glory in their own imperfeé right- 
eoufnefs, as being in any degree 
fufficient for their jultification and 
falvation ; thofe infiaitely impor- 
tant bleflings and favours, are be- 
flowed folely on account of the all- 
perfeé righteorfnefs of Chrift.-—- 
That the finner is juftified in the 
fight of God, on &ccount of any 
righteoufnefs but that which is all- 
perfect, leads to unanfwerable dif- 
ficulties and fatal errors. The juf- 
tification of a finner, in the fight 
of God, on account of the all-per- 
fe& righteoufnefs of Chrift, is the 
foundation of the Chriftian’s faith 
and hope, when he fees the great 
imperfe&ion of his own right- 
eoufnefs, and his foul is caft down 
within him, ina realizing view of 
his own great guiltinefs, and non- 
conformity to the holy and good 
law of God. How animating and 
comfortable muft it be to him, and 
the very foundation of his faith, 
hope and joy, to confider that Jefus 
Chrift, his furety (in whom he 
trufts) hath by his obedience fully 
fatisfied the law and juftice of 
God? Sothat in his juftification 








1801.] 


and falvation, God’s holinefs, juf- 
tice and truth, are jointly united 
with the honors of his mercy and 
grace ; and that therein all the di- 
vine attributes do fweetly accord 
and harmonize ; that God is juft 
as well as merciful, in juftifying 
him that believeth in Jefus Chritft. 
. And here I would briefly ob- 
ferve, that the apoftles Paul and 
James, ufe the word juttification 
(or the thing itfelf) in two differ- 
ent fenfes. The apoftle Paul, 
in treating of the juftification of a 
finner before God, fhews us abun- 
dantly, that it can be only on ac- 
count of the perfcét righteoufnefs 
of Chrift, without the deeds of 
the law. Rom. iii. 20—31. and 
in many other places. The apof- 
tle James, particularly in the 2d 
chapter of his epiftle, from the 
14th to the 26th verfe, {peaks of 
a perfon’s juftifying, or proving the 
truth and fincerity of his faith and 
Chriftian profeffion before men; 
and fhews, in order to it, the ne- 
ceflity of good works, and that it 
is but in vain, for a perfon to fay 
that he hath faith, or to profcfs 
that he is a true difciple and fol- 
lower of Chrift, who at the fame 
time neglects thofe good works 
which are properly evidential 
thereof, and appears to indulge 
himfelf in thofe which are contra- 
ry to fuch a profeffion. And 
when we confider the matter in 
this view (which I think is right) 
we may fee, that there is no con- 
tradiction nor inconfiftency at all 
between thofe two apoftles. 

And here, let all perfons be 
warned againft abufing this doc- 
trine, as if it led to finful licen- 
tioufnefs; or as though finners 
being juftified freely of God’s 
gracc, through the righteoufnefs of 
Chrift, this dofrine any way al- 
lows them to live and indulge 
themfclves in tranfgreflions of the 

Vor. II, No. 6. 
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divine law. The apoftle Paul, in 
feveral places, fhews that this is a 
very heinous and danerous abufe 
of God’s grace, through the Re- 
deemer; particularly in the 3d 
chapter to the Romans, where, 
after fhewing in feveral verfes, the 
only way of a finner’s juftification 
before God, he concludes the 
chapter with plainly obviating the 
objection againft this doctrine, 
with faying, as in the laft verfe,— 
“ Do we then make void the law 
through faith ? God forbid: yea, 
we eftablifh the law.” Though 
the law ceafes to be a covenant of 
life to believers in Chrift; yet it 
ceafeth not to be a rule of life to 
them; and their juftification of 
God’s free, and infinite grace, 
through the righteoufnefs of Chrift, 
ought to be, and will be, a moft 
powerful and perfuafive motive, to 
their ftrivings and endeavours, to 
live in obedience to his holy and 
good rules and precepts in the 
gofpel ; though they will not de- 
pend upon even their beft obedi- 
ence, but folely upon what Chrift 
has done and’ fuffered, as the 
ground of their juftification before 
God. It is in Chrift, as their 
furety, and the only Mediator of 
the new covenant, that they fee 
they can pofhibly have a fufficiency 
of righteoufnefs and ftrength, and 
on him they depend for righteouf- 
nefs and ftrength for their juftifica- 
tion before God, and to carry them 
through the whole courfe of their 
Chriftian race and warfare in this 
world ; and to bring them finally 
to heavenly glory and happinefs. 
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reignty and cleGion, this is brought 
as one ; that God ts no refpetier of 
perfons—that he does no more for 
one than for another previous to 
their repentance : But whenever 
they repent, and turn to God, his 
compafhon is excited, and he fhows 
them favor. To fupport this ob- 
jection, the words of Peter are 
quoted, as recorded in Aéts x. 
34, 35- * Then Peter opened his 
‘mouth, and faid, of a truth I 
‘ perceive that God is no _refpect- 
‘er of perfons : but in every na- 
‘tion, he that feareth him, and 
‘ worketh righteoufnefs, is accept- 
‘ed with him.”’ 

To fhow the falfe conftru@ion, 


which, I conceive, has been put 


upon this paflege, and exhibit its 
true meaning, I would offer the 
following obfervations. 

Peter, although he had been 
with Chrift through all his minif- 
try, feen his miracles, received 
his inftructions, and a commiflion 
togo forth and preach his gofpel, 


had not yet obtained juft ideas of | 


Chrill’s vifible kingdom in this 
world. He confidered the offers 
of falvation as confined to the 
Jewith nation, being the defcend- 
ants of Abraham, from whofe 
feed God had promifed the Sav- 
iour fhould arife. But God, asa 
holy fovereign, having mercy on 


whom he will have mercy, brought | 


Peter to fee and acknowledge his 
miftake. ‘Though the gofpel had 
been preached only to the Jews, 
yet God had determined to fend it 
to the Gentiles, and thus convince 
the apoftles, that he is no refpecter 
of perfons. ‘To prepare the way 
for this, God fent an angel to 
Cornelius, a devout man, who was 
ignorant of the plan of falvation 
by Jefus Chrift, directing him to 
goto Peter for inftruftion. God 
alfo taught Peter, ia a vifion, to 
teceive Cornelius, although he was 
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a Gentile, with whom the Jews 
did not affociate. By this, Peter 
faw that the offers of falvation 
were not confined to the Jews only, 
but were to be made to ail nations, 
and that God is a fovereign in the 
difpenfation of his favors. Hence 
he declares as in the paflage above 
ftated, that “ God is no refpeéter 
of perfons,”’ &c. 

Here let us enquire, ia what 
fenfe God may be faid to be uo refs 
pecter of perfons ? It cannot mean 





that God treats all mankind alike, 
| as fome affert ; for faéts abundantly 
| prove the reverfe. We fee that 
| fome are favored with firm, robutt, 
/and healthy conftitutions, ‘and 
{carcely know what it is to feel fick- 
nefs, or pain; while others know 
| as little what it is to enjoy health, 
oreafe. And this difference takes 
place without any diftinétion, asto 
moral charaéter. Some have an 
abundance of this world’s goods, 
while others, of the fame moral 
charaéter, have {carcely enough to 
fupport nature, and would gladly 
receive even the crumbs, which 
fail fromthe tables .of the rich. 
Many labor, and toil hard thro’ 
lite, ard can fcarcely obtain a come 
fortable fupport, being conftantly 
fubject to loffes and difappoint- 
| meats ; while to others, every 
thing feems to turn to advantage, 
and wealth rolls in upon them like 
a flood. . Some are raifed to hon- 
or and preferment, and receive the 
adulation of the furrounding multi- 
tude ; while others, equally wor- 
thy, and perhaps much more fo, 
remain unnoticed, and die in ob- 
{curity. Indeed, it is abundantly 
evident, that there isa great dif- 
parity in the fituation, circumftan- 
ces, and treatment of mankind, 
by the Deity, feparate from any 
confideration of their moral char- 
agers. For, among the healthy, 
rich,. and honorable, are the lium- 
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ble Chriftian, who Joves God, , 


obeys his commands, and delights 
in the paths of piety; and the 
proud and haughty, the’ profane 
and vicious, the profligate and 
abandoned, who neither fear God, 
nor regard man, but delight im the 
fervice of Satan. So likewife 
among thofe, who are always fee- 
ble and infirm, and who are defti- 
tute, even of the neceflaries of 
life, are the truly pious, who de- 
light in divine things ; and the vile 
and infamous, the pefts of fociety. 
Faéts teach us, that in thefe ref- 
pects, God does not treat all man- 
kind alike. 

There are alfo faéts recorded in 
fcripture, which prove that all 
mankind do not receive the fame 
treatment from God. Noah and 
his family, fome of whom were 
wicked perfons, were very differ- 
ently treated from the reft of the 
antediluvian worlds God alfo 
fhowed more love and favor to Ja- 
cob, than to Efau his brother. 
He fays, before cither of them 
had anexiftence, ** Jacob have I 
loved, and Efau have I hated.”’ 
God thowed more favor to Jofeph 
than to the reft of his brethren— 
more to Mofcs, Jofhua, David, 
Solomon, and many of the proph- 
ets, than to others of the fame na- 
tion. He has alfo much more 
highly favored fome nations than 
others. To fome he has afforded 
great profperity, to others the re- 
verfe. ‘To fome he has given a 
revelation of himfelf and charac- 
ter, the knowledge of a Saviour, 
and the plan of falvation ; while 
others are left in darknefs and bar- 
barifm, with very little more than 
the light of nature to teach them 
the being of a God,. his attributes 
and perfeétions. ‘That Godis no 
refpecter of perfons, doesnot, there- 
fore, imply that he loves and treats 
all alike ; for faétproves thereverfe. 





Neither does it imply that he 
does no more for one than for anoth- 
er. He did more for Abraham 
than he did for his brethren. They 
were all an idolatrons nation, and 
were very ignorant of the charac- 
ter of the true God. But God 
faw fit to take Abraham from 
among his idolatrous brethren the 
Chaldees, regenerate his heart, 
bring him into the land of Canaan, 
which he gave to him for a poffef- 
fion, with a promife that from his 
feed the Saviour fhould arife. We 
did vaftly more for the Ifraelites 
than for any other nation in their 
time. He preferved them from 
famine ; delivered them from bon- 
dage ; cleft a paflage for them 
through the Red Sea; deftroyed 
their purfuers ; fed them, in a 
miraculous manner, with bread 
from heaven, and with water from 
a rock ; defended them from their 
enemies ; carried them to the fer- 
tile Jand of Canaan, and gave it 
to them for a poffefion. He gave 
them the belt laws, and inititu- 
tions, and was called their God in 
a peculiar fenfe. 

God does more for one nation 
than for another, at the prefent 
day. He does more for this na- 
tion, than for the heathen. He 
givesas his word, teaches us his 
character and our duty, and points 
us to a glorious immortality, by a 
crucificd Saviour. 

So alfo among individuals, God 
does more for one than for anoth- 
er. He endues one with greater 
abilities than another, and places 
him ina more eligible fituation. 
To fome he gives ten talents, to 
ethers five, and to others one. 
He awakens fome to attend to the 
means of grace with anxious con- 
cern for their fouls, and brings 
them to realize the importance of 
religion ; while others are left to 
remain ftupid and fecure. He re- 
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generates the hearts of fome, and 
tits them for heaven ; while others 
are left to perfift in fin, and go 
down to ruin. In various ways, 
God does more for fome, than he 
does for others. It is, therefore 
evident, that God’s being no re- 
fpecter of perfons, does not imply 
that he does for all altke. 

Neither does it imply that he 
does not choofe one and leave 
another ; for we learn from {crip- 
ture, that he does choofe one and 
Jeave another. He chofe Abel 
and left Cain. He chofe Abra- 
ham, and left others of his nation 
and kindred. He chofe Jacob, 
and left Efau. He chofe Paul, a 
felf-righteous pharifee, and a per- 
fecutor, and left many others of the 
fame charaéter. And thus it is 
now. He comes into a family, 
awakens, convicts, and regenerates 
fome, and leaves others, He pours 

out his fpirit on one town, and 
brings many into his kingdom ; 
while others are left to remain in 
ftupidity. God caufeth it to “ rain 
‘upon one city, and caufeth it 
“not to rain on another.” * He 
* hath mercy on whom he will 
‘have mercy, and whom he will 
© he hardeneth.””—** Who maketh 
© thee to differ ? and what haft thou 
“ that thou didit not receive ?”’ 
But what is meant in the text, 


by God’s being no refpecter of 


perfons, mutt be this: He does 
not refpeét, or approve of one, 
rather than another, on account of 
any fituation in life. He takes the 
high and low, rich and poor, bond 
and free, according to his foye- 
reign will and pleafure. There- 
fore he fays ; * I will have mercy 
‘on whom I will have mercy.” 
Peter had before viewed God as 
having a peculiar refpect for the 
Jewith nation, and {uppofed that 
none could be interefted in Chrift’s 
atonement but the Jews. But by 
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the converfion of Cornelius, who 
was a Gentile, and the circum- 
{tances which attended it, he was 
brought to renounce his former 
prejudices concerning the differs 
ence between Jews and Gentiles, 
and to fee that God is no refpeéter 
of perfons—that he accepts no 
man, nor be{tows favor on anys 
merely becaufe he is of fuch a-na- 
tion or family; nor that he fo de- 
termines his regards, as to con- 
fine his favors to the Jewifh nation, 
or to the natural feed of Abraham 
alone. But all, who ¢ruly fear 
God,and work righteoufnefs, “who 
‘are the called according to his 
‘ purpofe,” whether they be rich 
or poor, bond or free, learned or 
unlearned, he willaccept. There 
is nothing in the charaéter of any 
natural man, which he refpects, or 
on account of which he beftows 
favor ; for all are wholly finful, 
every imagination of the thoughts of 
the heart being only evil continually. 
All his favors are difpenfed ac- 
cording to his eternal will and pur- 
pofe. He doeth according to 
* his will in the army of heaven, 
* and among the inhabitants of the 
“earth.” Yea, “ his counfel fhall 
‘ {tand, and he will do all his pleaf- 
‘ure.’ And we have no other 
reafon to give, for his choofiag 
one, and leaving another, than 
this ; ** Even fo Father, for fo it 
* feemed good in thy fight.” And 
this is fufficient. 

Irom a view of this fubject, we 
are taught, that God never injures 
one of his creatures, though he 
leave many to perifh in their fins. 
He requires no more of any one, 
than he is naturally able to per- 
form. ‘Lhofe, who have but one 
talent, ane requiredtooccupy but one. 
But the truth is ; all mankind are 
finners, and juftly condemned. 
No one would have been injured, 


' had falyation never been purchaled, 
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or offered. It is matter of infi- 
nite gratitude, that God will have 
mercy on any. And fince no ome 
has aright to falvation ; but all 
juftly deferve punifhment, he has 
a right to have mercy on whom he 
will. If God take one, anc leave 
another—if he take a poor defpifed 
heathen, who has not been favor 
ed with the word of-God, and 
leave others to perifh under the 
light of the gofpel, he has a perfe& 
right fo to do: for “he is no re- 
‘ fpecter of perfons.”’ 

We are alfo »taught, that thofe 
are under a miftake, who .are op- 
pofed to divine fovereignty, in re- 
generation. Mankind being all fin- 
ners, and juftly deferving the di- 
vine difpleafure, have no claim to 
any favor. And being all God’s 
creatures, he has a right to fhow 
favor to whom he pleafes. * Hath 
‘pot the potter power over the 
‘clay, of the fame lump to make 
‘ one veiiel unto honor, and anoth- 
* er unto difhonor ?”” So God hath 
aright to aét as a fovereign in the 
work of regeneration, taking whom 
he will, fince no ope would ever 
come to Chriit, except the Father 
who hath fent him draw him. 
Therefore the dodtrine of eleétion 
is the only door of hope for the 
fallen race of man. Tor if God 
had never chofen any to falvation, 
but mankind had been left to the 
dictates of their own hearts, there 
would never one have been faved ; 
but all would have perifhed, net- 
withftanding all that Chrilt has 
done and fuffered. 


DELTA. 





Refieions on the oth Chapter of 
Paui’s Epifile to the Hebrews, 
particularly the 38th ver{e. 


NUMBER I. 


4 HIS chapter feems a con- 
necting link inthe chain of 


© The juft foall live by Faith.” 





| 





fcripture, between the old and the 
new-teftament. It cails peculiar 
ligkt upon both difpenfations of 
the covenant of grace ; difcovers 
a perfect confiftency, mutual fub- 
fervience and uniformity of defign. 
The great end of both being the 
glory of God, in the redemption 
of fianers by Jefus Chrift, the fev- 
eral things neceflury to the attain- 
ment of this end, are in both con- 
tained, though with different de- 
grees of clearnefs and perfpicuity. 

The character of God, and of 
the finner, are here opened to 
view—all the duties, which as 
creatures and as finners, we owe 
to God as our creator and moral 
governor, are pointed out ; and 
thefe too enforced byall the weight 
of precept and example, and un- 
der the infinite fanction of divine 
authority. 

The chapter is introduced with 
a view of the weaknefs and infufh- 
ciencyof the law facrifices. ‘They 
had no merit orefhicacy but as they 
typified and reipected the meritori- 
ous facrifice of Chrift. They 
were only fhadows of good things 
tocome. For, though they were 
often repeated, even year by year, 
theycouid not purge the confcience 
of the worfhippers, nor make the 
comers thereunto perfect. It was 


| impofhble in the reafon and nature 


| of things, that the blood of bulls 





and of goats fhould take away fin 
—but in the blood of Jefus there 
is infinite merit—compleat fatis- 
action for fin. When therefore 
this facrifice was actually made, 
the types were all accomplifhed by 
their antitype—the end of all the 
law facrifices fully anfwered, and 
neither neceflity nor propriety re- 
mained fortheir continuance. No 
addition could be made to the a- 
tonement of Chrift, for by “ one 
offering he hath perfeGed forever 
them that are fanctificd.””? ‘To this 


















































































































































one great facrifice, this infinite a- 
tonement of Chrift, the Apoftic 
points our views, and direéis our 
faith, as the only foundation of hu- 
man hope, the all-fuficient fource 
of every fpiritual blefing. The 
covenant of crace, in which ex- 
ceedingly great and precious prom- 
ifes are made, is ratified and fealed 
By the blood of Chrift, and wit- 
niefled to every truc believer by 


God’s fpirit, both im his word and 


by his work upon his heart. 


The Apoftle then, refling with | 


perfect aflurznce upon this perma- 
ent foundation, infers its praéti- 
cal and important ufes to believers. 
With great animation and enga- 
gednefs he exhorts his Chriftian 
brethren to realizethe blefied com- 
fort of their hope—to enjoy the 
rich and diftinguifhing privileges of 
their juftified ftate, by drawing 
neat to God with holy boldnefs 
and full affurance of faith, in that 
new and living way which he hath 
confecrated for us. He exhorts 
them to hold faft the profefhion of 
their faith, with an unwavering 
confidence in the faithfulnefs of 
God—to cherith in themfelves and 
in each other that fpirit of love, of 
mutual and di:finterefted good will, 
which the gofpel infpires, and to 
abound in thofe good works, thofe 
peaceable fruits of righteoufneds, 
which it is ecfisned to produce. 


He then holds up to them, ina ve- | 


ry folemn manner, the evil nature 
and dreadtul confequences of the 
oppofite temper and conduét—the 
aggravated fin of unbelief—the con- 
tempt of gofpel grace, and the dear. 
bought falvation of Jefus Chrit— 
thatit is moft furely conne4ted with 
inevitable and eternal deftruction. 

As motives of encouragement 
aad comfort, of conftancy and 
perfeverance in the Chriitian faith, 
he puts them in mind of the happy 
and bleffzd effects of their religion 
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| which they had already experien. 
| ced—thatinward ftrength and com. 
fort by which they were fupported 
| under the moft trying outward cir- 
| cumftances ; whilefuffering all the 
| reproaches and perfecutions, with 
| whichan unbelieving and malicious 
‘world could affli€ them. Such 
was their comfort in the enjoyment 
of God, and the hope of his glo. 
| ty, that they were willing to facri- 
‘iee all their worldly eafe, intereft 
| anid comfort to the ‘gofpelof Chrift, 
_and the promotion of his caufe. 
| They. were not only patient and 
| tefigned under the injurious treat- 
'ment of their enemies, “ but,” 
| fays the Apoltle, * ye took joyful. 
| ly the f{poiling of your goods, know- 
‘ing jn yourfelves that ye have in 
heaven, a better and an enduring 
| fubftance.”” From their paft ex- 
| perience of the grace of God, he 
| draws an argument of encour- 
| agement to infpire them with pa- 
tience, and with truft and confi- 
dence in the faithfulnefs and aall- 
fuficiency of God—that he would 
contiaue to fupport them under ail 
their future trials, and grant them 
ftrength according to their day. 
He reminds them, that their con- 
fliéts tho’ fharp, would be thort-— 
they fhould foon be crowned with 
victory, and their faithfulnefs re- 
warded with eternal glory. For 
yet alittle while, and he that fhall 
come, will come, and will not tar- 
ry.” And then to fum it all up 
in a word, and bring the whole 
weight of hisexhortation to apoint, 
imprefled by the united influence 
of hope and fear—holding up their 
| duty and intereft on the one hand, 
and difobedience with its evil con- 
fequences on the other, he fays, 
“ Now the juft fhall live by faith, 
butif any man draw back, my 
| foul fhall have nopleafurein him !”’ 
The manner of this exprefhon 
adds very great folemnity and 
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weight to the paffage. It differs 
from the phrafeology of the for- 
mer part of the chapter, and 1s not 
the addrefs of one mortal worm 
to another, even with the advan- 





more clofely we examine it, the 
more we fhall find it contains.— 
The charaéter of God—the char- 
acter of the faint and of the fin- 
ner—the moral affections, con- 


tage of revelation, or the gift of | duét and ftate of each—the hopes 


infpiration. It is fpoken in the 
name of God, and as fuch carries 
its authority in its very form. As 
if God, had in his own perfon 
fealed and attefted the truth of all 
that the Apoftle had previoufly de- 
clared by the infpiration of his 
fpirit. It is as if the great God 
had with an audible voice from 
heaven, immediately addreffed this 
folemn declaration to mankind, 
* Now the juft thal! live by faith, 
but if any man draw back, my foul 
fhall have no pleafure in him.” 

If we have the faith which is 
here fpoken of, we fhall receive it 
as thus delivered and thus addref- 
fed. It is only with this folemn 
and believing imprefhon, that we 
can hear the voice of God, f{peak- 
ing to usin his word. 

Here is held up before us a con- 
traft of character and ftate, and 
whatever quality is affirmed of the 
one, is denied of the other. The 
one lives by faith—the other draws 
back, and is deftitute of faith. 
The one is the objeét of the di- 
vine complacency—in the other, 
God’s foul hathno pleafure. If the 
expreffion contain a promife of life 
eternal to the believer—it alfo de- 
nounces eternal death againft the 
unbeliever. The difapprobation of 
God, is death to the foul—but 
his favor is life. ** To be carnal- 
ly minded is death, but to be fpir- 
itually minded is life and peace.” 

Much important inftruétion is 
contained in this fhort paflage of 
facred writ. It opens an exten- 
five field for ufetul meditation, 


and religious improvement. All. | 


moft every word in the fentence is 
emphatical and weighty. The 





of the ene and the fears of the 
other—their common obligations, 
the divine promife to the Chriftian, 
with the time, manner of enjoy- 
ment, and particular kind of good 
promifed, are all here contained 
in clofe connettion, either expref- 
fed or clearly implied. ‘The in- 
quifitive mind will here find fatis- 
faction in ail thefe refpeéts. Sup» 
pofing the following queftions be 
put—Who are the perfons, to whom 
this happinefs is promifed in the fae 
cred text ? 

They are defcribed by their mo- 
ral charater—they are at heart 
conformed to the eternal rule of 
righteoufnefs, and aftuated with 
love to univerfal being—they are, 
the gufl. What is the fuljed of the 
promife, or the good annexed to the 
chara@er ? It is life. But what 
kind of life ? Js it animal life, the 
enjoyment of fenfual pleasures, and 
worldly delights ? or, is it the im- 
provement of thar natural under- 
flandings in the purfuits of fcience, 
and the attainments of knowledge 
and natural philofophy ? Neither 
of thefe ; but fomething infinitely 
fupericr to both. It is that life 
which confiftsin the knowledge 
of God and of Jefus Chrift, ex- 
ercifed in love, fubmiflion, hope, 
truft and defire. When, or at 
what time, may this life be experi- 
enced—this happinefs enjoyed ? Is 
it a prefentor a future good ? The 
anfwer is Now, in the prefent ftate 
of things—in our prefent flate of 
probation ; amid all the furround- 
ing evils to which we are expofed; 
and under all the outward trials and 
diftrefles, croffes and difappoint- 
ments which wemay fuffer. “ Now 
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thejuft fhall live by faith,”’ &c. He 
na believeth bath eternal life. 
“© The life which I now live in the 
flefh’’ faid this holy Apottle, “ is 
by faith on the Son of God.” 

But wiiat is the Security of ” the 
juft, forthe enjoyment of this life ? 

The tot promife and faith- 
fulnels of God. Now the juft 
Shall live by faith.” 

_ The enquiry maybe pufheda 
ftep further, and a read y folution 
be found. 

Are all cthers excluded from the 
approbation and enjoyment of God ? 
Aire there not fome who do not ac- 
knowledge Chrift, who yet from 
their exemplary condu&—their moral 
lives—their hind, obliging and in- 
offenfive carriage; and efpecially 


from their eminent fe efulne/s to man- 


hind, may exp: the divine approba- 
tion ? 

The anfwer is, Jfany man draw 
back, &c. let his pretenfions or his 


virtues be what they may ; how- | 


ever beloved, revered and carefled | 
by mankind, fo that his praife is | 
the theme of every tongue, and | 
his worth extolled to the fkies ;— 
yet if deftitute of this faith, by 


which the juft do and fhall live— | 


if he have not that holinefs which 
charafterizes the faints, he is an 


abhorrence to God, and infinitely | 


offenfive inthe pure eyes of his clo. 


ry, © my foul fhall have no pleafure | 


in him.”? Theholy nature of God 


cannotapprove of fuch a character. | 


It isinfinitely impofible. Godfeeth 
not as man fecth—he Icoketh on 


the heart. He is no refpecter of | 
perfons, b but judgeth according to | 


truth. Without faith it is impof- 
fible to pleafe God. Whatfover 
is not of faith is fin. 

ASAPH. 


(To be continued. ) 


Prayzr, a we. ipon peculiar to thofc, 
who fight under Chrift, the Cap- 


tain of our Salvation. 
NUMBER I. 


Mess’rs Epirors, 
'T’ appeared to be the objed of 
the Miilonary fermon, preach- 
ed at Hartford, on the day of the 
laft General Election, to ftir up 
Chriftians to the duty of extraordi- 
nary prayer. The preacher if I 
miftake not, held up this idea, 
That there was, perhaps, no way, 
in which the friends of the Redeem- 
er might do more to advance the in- 
tereft of his kingdom than by prayer. 
It then appeared to me that the 
thought was jult, and very impor- 
tant. But the more.I have medi- 
| ated upon the fubje&t, the . more 
| important it appears, that all the 
followers of the Lamb fhould be- 





come wreltlers in prayer. 
|  Thethoughthas 2ruck my mind 
with force, ‘hat prayer isa weapon 
eculiar to thofe, who fight under 
| Chrift, the captain of our falvation. 
| It is a weapon which they, and none 
| but they ever ufe. The enemies of 
| Chrift can ufe the bow and the ar- 
row, the {word and the fpearas well 
as his friends. The enemies of 
_Chrift ufe the prefs, and even the 
pulpit, as well as thofe devoted to 
_ his intereft. And they even make 
ufe of fome weapons to advance 
their caufe, which Chriftians dare 
not bring into the fervice of their 
matter. But here is one piece of 
‘armour, which none but Chriftian 
feldiers ever did, or ever will 
briag into the field; and by this 
they will come off conquerors, and 
| morethanec nquerors—Itis prayer. 
A little attention to thofe con- 
telts, which havefublitted between 
the people of God and their ene- 
mies, will ferve to pive us a ftriking 
view of the great advantage, which 
the former have obtained over the 
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latter, by reafon of their having 
liberty of accefs to the throne of 
grace. ‘This gave Jacob the ad- 
vantage of his brother Efgu. 
When Jacob was returning from 
Padan-aram, Efau fet out to meet 
him in a hoftile manner, at the 
head of 400 men. It was a try- 
ing time with Jacob. He did not 
with to fight his brother. If he 
had wifhed it, he could not ; for 
he had nothing but a defencelefs 
coMpany of women, children and 
flocks. In this trying time, Ja- 
cob remembered the God of his 
father Abraham, and the God of 
his father Ifaac ; and he remem- 
bered that he was a prayer-hearing 
God—to him he went and poured 
out his heart, and entreated his 
blefing. The night before he met 
his brother, he never fhut his eyes 
to fleep ; but {pent the whole time 
in the moft fervent prayer. His 
importunity held out to the very 
Jaft ; even at the breaking of the 
day, he faid to the almighty An- 


gel, with whom he wreftled, J, 


will not let thee go, except thou blefs 
me. And the fequel fhows us that 
he did not wreftle in vain. He, 


who turneth all hearts whitherfo- | 


ever he will, difarmed Efau of his 
tage, fo that the next morning they 
met like two twin brothers; fee 
Gen. 32dand 33dchapters. Who- 
ever reads the account and believes 
the truth of it, will fee, that pray- 
er was the weapon, with which 
Jacob overcame his brother. In 
this conteft, this weapon was ufed 
onlyon one fide. Efau wasa pro- 
fane man ; his portion was in this 
life. Such men do not pray: “Ye 
cannot ferve God and Mammon.” 
Efau had the moft menon his fide ; 
but Jacob had God on his fide. 
While the one was marfhalling his 
troop, the other was praying to 
his God—and prayer got the vic- 
tory. 
Vou. IT. No. 6. 
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In the 17th chapter of Exodus, 
there is an account of a battle be- 
tween Ifrael and Amalek, an at- 
tention to which will throw light 
upon the fubject before us. “ Then 
came Amalek and fought with If 
rael in Rephidim. And Mofes 
faid unto Jofhua, Choofe us out 
men, and go out, fight with Ama- 
lek ; to-morrow I will ftand on 
the top of the hill, with the rod 
'of God in mine hand. So Jofh- 
| ua did as Mofes had faid to him, 
| and fought with Amalek : and 
| Mofes, Aaron and Hur went up 
' tothe top ofthe hill. And it came 
' to pafs when Mofes held up his hand, 
| that Ifrael prevailed : And when he 
| let down his hand, Amalek prevail- 
\ed, &c. ‘The holding up of the 
| hand is expreffive of prayer : Lam. 
lit. 41. “ Let uslift up our heart 
| with our hands unto God in the 
heavens.” Now obferve in the 
| cafe before us, there were ¢wo ways 
_inwhich Ifrael fought againft Ama- 
lek, and du¢ one in which they 
fought again{t Ifrael. They both + 
had armies, and, no doubt, gen- 
'eralsto lead them ; but Amaiek 
‘had no Mofes to pray. By at- 
tending to the whole paflage, we 
| learn that the battle iflued in favor 
' of Ifrael but not until God had 
given them decided proof, that 
| they muft not expect to overcome, 
| by fuperior force, but by humbly 
fupplicating aid from the Lord of 
hofts. The Amalckitescouldfight 
with carnal weapons as well as the 
people of God ; but they had xo 
prayer on their fide. In other ref- 
pects, it feems, they had the ad- 
vantage ; for when Mofes letdown 
his hand, they prevailed ; but as 
foon as his holy hand was again lif- 
ted up to God in the heavens, they 
were difcomficed. They could 





not {tand before prayer, tho’ they 
could force their way againft the 
naked{fword. Fromthis important 
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piece of fcripture hiftory, we learn 
that prayer is a weapon peculiar to 
the Ifrael of God. How careful 
then they ought to be to keep this 
part of their armour in ufe and to 
keep it bright. Even Mofes had 
fainting turas ; hishands grew wea- 
ry and he let chem fall. What a 
mercy it was, that Aaron and Hur 
were with him to ftay up his hands 
—Had it not been for this, Ifrael, 
inftead of Amalek, would have 
been difcomfited. * Wo unto him, 
that is alone wherhe falleth; forhe 
hath not another to help hin up.” 

It was by prayer, that Jofhua 
gained a victory ever the five kings, 
on that day when the fun food 
ftill. And there wasno day like 
that before it, nor after it, that 
the Lord hearkened unto thevoice 
of aman; for the Lord fought 
for Ifrael ; Jofh.x. 14. We are 
not to wnlierend that this was the 
firft and laft day, in which the 
Lord ever heard prayer (a God 
hearing prayer is his memorial 
throughout all generations) but this 
was the only day, in which the 
fun ever ftood ftill in anfwer to the 
prayer of a man. 
great monument, erected in the 
hiftory ofthe churchto fhow the 
eflicacy of prayer. 

Prayer was made great ufe of 


by David. ‘Tho’ he was a man of 
war and Romaine much with the 
{word 3 y t he fought more with 


prayer. "Read the book of Pfalms 
and you will be convinced of this. 
He fays, Pfalm cix. 3,4. They 
compafled me aboutalfo with words 
of hatred ; and fought again{t me 
without a caufe. For my love, 
they ‘are my adverfaries ; but J give 
nyfelf unto prayer. 

This was his refortin all his trou- 
bles. HetruftedinGod. He did 
not depend on his own forefight, 
courage nor {treneth ; but availed 
himfelf of the wifdom and power 
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of Jehovah. And prayer was the 
ftated way, which he took to draw 
forth thofe fupplies which he from - 
time to time needed. “In all th 
ways acknowledge him and he thal 
direét thy paths.” Itwas in this 
way, that David had the advan- 
tage of Goliah and Saul. In oth. 
er re{pects, he was not a match for 
them. Goliah was ftronger and 
better armed than he, and Saul 
had the power of the kingdom on 
his fide ; but David had the pow- 
er of the eternal king on his fide ; 
forhe waseminently a manofprayer. 
It was by prayer, that king Afa, 
gained fuch a victory over that 
great army, under the command 
of Zerah the Ethiopian. And 
Afa cried unto the Lord his God, 
and faid, Lord, it is nothing with 
thee to help, whether with many 
or with them that have no power : 
help us, O Lord, our God ; for 
we refton thee, and in thy name 
we go againft this multitude : O 
Lord, our God, Ict not man pre- 
vail again{t thee.* Zerah had the 
molt formidable army, but he did 
not makefecha prayer. Itis prob- 
able, that in all his numerous army, 
which confilted of more than a 
thoufand thoufand, there was not 
one praying man. Doubtlefs they 
prayed to their dumb idols ; but 
nothing can bemore ineffectual than 
fuch prayer. In the controverfy 
between Elijah and the prophets of 
Baal, prayer was reforted to on 
both fides; but Baal’s prophets were 
not heard, tho’ they cried aloud. 
There is but one prayer-hearing 
God. Davidaddrefling himfelf to 
the Moft High, faith, O thou that 
heareft prayer ! It is as much as to 
fay, that Jehovah is a prayer-hear- 
ing God, and that he is the on- 
ly Gel, who does hear prayer. 
Therefore all prayer offered to 





* 2 Chron. xiv. Chap. 
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other gods is,in reality, no prayer; | a greater defence than walls of 
but words fcattered in the wind. | brafs. Who can believethe bible, 
And there is but one way, in | and not feel the importance of hav- 
which prayer can be offered upto | ing pious rulers? It would give 
the living and true God, fo as to | great delight to all the pious part 
be accepted. /Vithout faith, it is | of a ftate or kingdom to have rea- 
impoffible to pleafe God. The facrt- | fon to believe, that theirrulers were 
fice of the wicked is abomination to | daily fupplicating the king of kings 
the Lord ; but the prayer of the | for wifdom and direétion, and for 
upright is his delight. ‘The exter- | his blefling on the nation. 
nal of prayer is not peculiar to the Judah was blefled with more 
people of God. Pharifees and | than one praying king : And more 
hypocrites have prayed much in | than once did the kingdom obtain 
their way ; butitis the prayer of | a great deliverance, in anfwer to 
the righteous alone, which avail-} the prayers of its Prince, in union 
ethmuch. No other prayer avails | with others, who delighted to call 
any thing ; fo that prayer, confid- | on God. Sennacherib threatened 
ered as prevalent is peculiar to the | to deftroy Jerufalem, inthe reign 
people of the faints of the moft | of the pious Hezekiah. His are 
high God. | my was great ; his fuccefs had been 
That prayer gives the people of | great, and he was perfealy confi- 
God a fuperiority over their eme-| dent, that enfeebled Jerufalem 
mies is clear, from reading the 20th | could not with{tand the force he 


chapter of the 2. Chron. When | brought againft it. Hezekiah felt 
Moab and the children of Ammon | his own weaknefs, and the weak- 
came again Jehofhaphat with a nefs of his people ; he was alfo 
great multitude he acknowledged | acquainted with the. ftrength, the 
before the Lord his,inferiority to | yalour and the fuccefs of the king 
the enemy, and his entire depend- | of Affyria: But he knew there 
ance upon him for help.  O our | wasa king in heaven more mighty 
God, wilt thou not judge them?) thanhe. He felt for himfelf and 
For we have no might againft this his people 3 but he fel more fenfi- 
great company that cometh againft | bly for the infulted Majefty of 
us : neither know we what to do, | heaven, whom this idolatrous king 
but oureyes are sponthee.” Hear | had ranked with the gods of the 
the anfwer, which the Lord fent | heathen. “ And for this caufe, 
by his prophet to this prayingking; | Hezekiah the king, and the proph- 
** Ye fhall not need to fight in this et Lfaiah the fon of Amoz, pray- 
battle ; fet yourfelves, ftand ye ftill | ed and cried to Heaven. And the 
and fee the falvation of the Lord Lord fent an angel, which cut of 
with you, O Judah and Jerufalem; | al} the mighty men of valour, and 
fear not, nar be difmeyed ; to-mor- | theleadersand captains in the camp 
row go out again{t them, for the | of the king of Affyria ; fo he re- 


Lord will be with you.” It was | turned with fhame of face to his 
even fo. Prayer and faith had done | own land.’? What a mighty weap- 


all—God made the enemies of his | on is prayer ! If John Knox was a 
praying people deftroy oneanother. | Hezekiaii* in prayer, it is no won- 
What a blefling it was to Judah to | der, that Queen Mary fhould fay, 
have at the head of the kingdom 
fuch a praying man as J chofhaphat. * Hezckiah’s eminency in prayer will 
He was to them, under Heayen, | alfo appear byreading 2 Kings, chap. xx. 
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& She had rather have an army of 
ten thoufand men againft her than 
the prayers of John Knox.” 

It appears from reading the book 
of Nehemiah, that the advantage, 
which he had over Sanballat and 
his companions, who endeavored 
to hinder the Jews from rebuild- 
ing Jerufalem and from fetting up 
the worfhip of God there, was 
greatly owing to his fervent pray- 
ers. Before he fet out for Jeru- 
falem, he fat down and wept, and 
mourned certain days, and fajled 
and prayed before the God of heav- 
en.* After he had built the wall, 
he kept a folemn and public faft at 
Jerufalem ; at which time he made 
a moft excellent and well adapted 


On Prayer. 





| 


prayer.t It is evident alfo, that | 


ag at ors throne of graces | his wifhes. 
while the work was going on ;— | decree for their entire deftruétion, 


6¢ New Pic “ . 
Neverthelefs we made our pray--' in that kingdom, where it was a 


er unto our God, and fet a watch | 


againft them day and night, be- | that no decree once paffed, fhould, 


caufe of them.”’{ Here, brethren, 
is a pattern for all of us. 
holy man began, carriedon and end- 


| 


This | 


ed his work, with prayer to God. | 
This did not keep him from ufing | 


other means. He was remarkably 
laborious and vigilant. He put his 

wn hand to the work: he did 
evcry thing to excite others to dil- 
igence. No threats, no flatteries 


the work, upon which he had his 
heart fo much fet, was finifhed.— 
When he was folicited to go into 
the temple to avoid the attacks of 
his enemies, he nobly anfwered, 
** Should fuch a manas I flee ? 
and who is there that being as I am, 
would go into the temple to fare 
his life? Iwill not go in.”’§ It 

* Nehem. i. 4. + Nehem. chap. ix. 

¢ Nehem. iv. 9—fee aifo 4th and 
gth verfes—fee alfo chap. vi. 9. “ Now 
thereforc, O God, ftrengthen my hands.”’ 

§ The whole book of Nehemiah is 
calculated to flir up a fpirit of prayer, 
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was that daily intercourfe, which 
he had with God in prayer, which 
gave him this zeal and prefence of 
mind. It was owing to this, that 
he was fo fuperior to the power, 
malice and intrigues of his ene- 
mies, and the enemies of the peace 
of Jerufalem. Such a man was 
remarkably fitted for the great work 
of building up the walls of Jerufa- 
lem. 
* © rife fome other fuch !” 


The book of Efther will help 
to eftablifh this point, That prayer 
is a weapon peculiar to thofe, who 
figlit under Immanuel. Haman 
fought the deftru€tion of Morde- 
cai and of all the Jews throughout 
the Perfian empire; and for a 


while every thing feemed to favour 
He had obtained a 


fixed maxim of the government, 


on any account, be reverfed. He 
now felt fure of his prey, like the 
ravenous wolf, which has the ten- 
der, defencelefs lamb already in 
his paws. In fuch a critical mo- 
ment, what could Mordecai and 
the feeble Jews do? Bleffed be 
God! fome of them knew the 
way to the*throne of grace. They 


: S| knew a King, who could alter the 
could {tart him from his poft, until | e 


laws even of the Medes and Per- 
fians. They agreed to keep a faft 
of three days, which time was no 
doubt devoted to confeffion of their 
fins, and fupplication for God’s 
unmerited mercies ;_ particularly 
for the fpecial interpofition of his 
Providenge to refcue their devoted 
nation from the jaws of a devour- 
ing monfter. Prayer was almoft 
the only weapon, with which the 


to frengthen the weal:,to animate th¢ 
languid, and to lead the defponding 
Chriftian to hope in God. For thif 
purpofe let it once mote be read, 
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could oppofetheir enemy ; and with 
this they triumphed glorioufly. Ha- 
man was hung on the high gallows, 
which he had prepared tor Morde- 
cai; and the day, ia which the Jews 
were to be deftroyed, was 2 gloo- 
my day to their enemies. How 
wonderful are the ways of the 
Moft High! What honor does he 
put upon his praying fervants ! 
Daniel and the three children 
were eminent for devotion. By 
prayer, they baffled all the efforts 
and wiles of their enemies. It 
feems, their enemies difcovered 
that holy weapon, through which 
they were invulnerable, and they 
fought to wreft it out of their 
hands.* Butin vain do tyrants 
make laws to prohibit the children 
of God from praying. They may 
put them into a fiery furnace— 
they may put them into a lion’s 
den, but they cannot ftop them 
from praying. Asa boiling {pring 
muft boil over ; fo a gracious foul 
muft flow out in prayer and fup- 
plication with thankigivingto God. 
The enemies of religion put the 
feet of Paul and Silas in the ftocks; 
but the gracious affedions of their 
hearts they could not confine— 
even at midnight, they prayed and 
fang praifes to God. Prayer is 
fomeihing, which the world cannot 
give nor take away. “ Bleffed is 
the man, whom thou choofeft, and 
caufeit to approach unto thee.” 


(To be continued.) 





Obfervations on the parable of Di- 
ves and Lazarus ; efpecially on 
this pafjage,1 pray theetherefore, 
Father, that thou wouldft fend 
him to my father’s houfe: for 
I have five brethren, that he may 
teftity unto them, left they alfo 
conie into this place of torment. 
Luke xvi. 27, 28. 





* Danish iii. 12. and vi. 4,——9. 
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HE parable of which thefe 
words are a part, is replete 

with interefling andfolemn inftruce 
tion. It brings the two worlds, 
heaven and hell, with their re- 
{pective joys and forrows into the 
meft clear and affecting view. It 
teacheth the immortality of the 
foul, and the future happinefs, or 
mifery of men, according to their 
moral character. ‘That the foul 
will exift after its feparation from 
the body, in a ftate of incalcula- 
ble blifs or woe ; and that death 
tranflates it inflantaneoufly into 
one or other of thefe ftates. The 
beggar died, and was carried by 
angels into Abraham’s bofom. The 
rich man alfo died, and was buried. 
Mund in hell he lift up his eyes being 
in torments. ‘The parable alfo 
teacheth us, that the ftate of man- 
kind in the invifible world is unal- 
terably fixed. There is no pofh- 
bility of exchanging it for another. 
The lansuape of Abraham to his 
apoftate fon was, Between us and 
you there is a great gulf fixed: fo 
that they which would pafs from 
hence to you cannot ; neither can they 
pafs to us, that would come from 
thence. It gives us alfoa ftriking 
reprefentation of the aftonifhing 
changes which a tew moments may 
make in the {tate both of faints and 
finners ; and how wonderfully 
different it may be in different 
worlds. The faints are inftanta- 
neoufly tranflated, from the depths 
of poverty, pain and wretched- 
nefs, into the paradife of God, in- 
to all the dignities and beatitudes 
of the father’s houfe. From the 
crofs and the faggot, from begga- 
ry and contempt, at the gates of 
the rich, they are exaltedtocrowns 
and joysinheaven. But the wick- 
ed go from their gilded domes, 
their downey beds, fcarlet, fine 
linen aud fumptuous fare to the pit 
of dcflru€on, are wrapped with 
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ments. The fatnts who had their 
evil things in this life will be com- 
forted in the next ; and the wick- 
ed whofe eyes ftood out with tat- 
nefs, and who had more than heart 
could wifh, will be tormented. 
But that which it is now more 
efpecially defigned to notice, as of 
moft ferious and fingular moment, 
isthe prayer of the rich man, in 
the quenchlefs flame, that his breth- 
ren might be warned not to come 
into the fame place of torment, and 
be eternal companions with him 
in his dark abode. He found his 
torments to be unutterable, and 
that he could obtain no relief or 
mitigation of them ; not a drop of 
water to cool his burning toneue. 
Fle was therefore anxious to pre- 
vent the increafe of them. He 
was compaffed with tormentors al- 
seady and trembled at the increafe 
of their numbers. He knew his 
brethren had been moft intimately 
connected with him in his fins, 
that by his infidelity and horrid 
example, he had been leading them 
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to deftruction, and done them im- | 
menfe injury ; and that they above | 


all other perfons could witnefs a- 
gaintt him, expofe himto fhame 
and eternally torment him. 
are the only reafons to be affigned 
for his defire to prevent their com- 
ing into that place of torment. 
There is no benevolence, or holy 
Jove in hell. Were men holy thcy 
would be faints,and dwell in heav- 
en, and not with devouring fire. 
Menhave no natural affeétion in 
hell. Some in this world arrive 
at fuch a degree of wickednefs as 
to have none ;* much lefs will they 
haveany in hell. The divine ora- 
cles teach us, that from him that 
hath not, fhallbe taken away even 
that which he hath ; or even that 





*Rom. i. 31.2 Tim. iii. 3. 
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flames, and lift up their eyes intor- | which he feemed to have That 


is from fuch as have no grace, no 
faith or love, from them fhall be 
taken away all thofe gifts, all that 
humanity, natural affection, and 
whatever had the appearance of 
goodinthem. All reftraints will 
be withdrawn from them, and they 
will, like the infernal fpirits, be 
abandoned to all evil. They will 


be implacable haters of God, his 


glory and kingdom. ‘There will 
be no principle within them, by 
which they can be induced to feek 
the holinefs and happinefs of men. 
The requeft of the miferable Di- 
ves therefore refpeéting his breth- 
ren, was wholly felfifh. It ori- 
ginated in his fears that they would 
increafe his torments. A con- 
{cioufnefs of his neglect of the 
duties he owed thofe near relatives, 
and of the injuries which his wick- 
ed examples had done them, har- 
rowed up his very foul, and was 
a dreadful fource of his agonics. 
It increafed the gnawings of the 
undying worm, and adminiftered 
fewel to thedevouringflame. Ap- 
prehenfions that they might foon 
arrive, to teftify again{ft him all his 
wickednefs, and with that impla- 
cable hatred and revenge which a 
fenfe of the immenfe injuries he 
had done them might infpire, to 
reproach, execrate and torment 
him, filled him with the moft 
dreadful alarm. ‘The divine Sa- 
viour, before whom hell is naked 
and deftru€tion hath no covering, 
knew how perfectly to reprefent 
the cafe ; and, for the warning of 
near relatives, friends, and ac- 
complices in fin, has given them 
thefe intimations, that they will be 


| the greateft tormentors of cach 


other inthe future ftate. ‘This, it 
is apprehended, is clearly the doc- 
trine of this interefting paflage. 





4 Matth. xiii. 12. Luke viii. 1% 
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There are various confiderations 
which may ferve to corroborate 
this point. The near relation in 
which brethren and fifters, and 
other relatives and friends ftand to 
each other, the peculiar endear- 
ments which fubfift between them, 
the fpecial advantages and oppor- 
tunities which they have to do each 
other good, and mutually to pro- 
mote oneanother’sfpiritual welfare; 
in conjunction with the commands 
of God, enjoining upon them all 
relative duties, mult, beyond all 
caleulation, enhance their guilt in 
negleéting them, and of being, by 
their errors and wickednefs inftru- 
mental of each other’s perdition. 
God will render to them accord- 
ing to their deeds. ‘They will 
have a moft affeGing knowledge of 
the magnitude of their offences, 
and of the injuries which they have 
done to cach other. A confciouf- 
nefs of thefe will continually prefs 
them with the moft intolerable 
fhame and anguifh. The prefence 
of thofe whom they have thus in- 
jured and deftroyed, will keepalive 
and more deeply imprefs this con- 
fcioufnefs. It will inceffantly and 
eternally increafe and pive edge to 
their felf-reproach and felf-con- 
demnation. Such friends who 
have deitroyed each other, will be 
everlafting monitors of each oth- 
er’s wickednefs. Thus they will 
blow up the flame and increafe the 
torment. 

Further, none can fo difclofe 
allthe wickcdnefs of one another, 
as thofe moft acquainted with cach 
other, and moft intimately con- 
nected and leagued together in 
courfes of fin. ‘They can moft 
clearly and fully bring it into view, 
molt politively witnefs againft it, 
in allits ingratitude, bafenefs and 
aggravations. They,abovealloth- 
ers, will therefore be able to pub- 
lifh their crimes, and foreyer to 





paintthem in the moft degrading 
and hateful point of view, and to 
be putting afword into the hands 
of all the powers of darknefs, to 
wound and torment them. They 
can, above all others, not only 
harrow upeach other’s confciences, 
but furnifh all the infernal legions 
with materials for the fame infei- 
nal work, and roufe them to action. 

Befides, the mutual injuries 
which they will now know, that 
they have done each other, how 
they have deceived, blinded and 
hardened each other in fin, how 
they have tempted, beguiled and 
like infernal fpirits, urged one a- 
nother on to the burning pit, will 
eternally blow them up to thehigh- 
eft pofible degree of hatred, re- 
venge and rage againft each other. 
The company, and even fight of 
each other, like that of the moft 
inveterate and implacable enemies 
will inflame their mutual rage and 
miferies. Their mutual hatred 
and tormenting of cach other will 
for ever keep alive, and increafe 
the torments of their infernal 
prifon. 

Some profitable remarks may be 
made on thefe reprefentations. 

1. That the pooreft and moft 
miferable faints are bleffed. They 
are not only pardoned, adopted 
and made heirs of all things 5 but 
they fhall foon exchange their beg- 
garly parments for robes of right- 
eoufnefs and joy ; their indigence 
and hunger, for feafting and ful- 
nefs ; their fores, fickneffes and 
pains, for health, eafe and _pleaf- 
ures for ever more. O indigent, 
afflifted chriitian, take courage, 
lift up thine head and fing, haile- 
lujah ! A fpark of grace, even 
with poverty, reproach and pain, 
is better than all the gold, fcarlet 
and fumptuous fare of the wicked. 
Be patient, contented, and blefs 


God forhis grace, and you fhall 
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be comforted : and your joy faall 
no man take from you. 

2. That there is no juft ground 
to fret at thé profperity of the 
wicked, or in the lealt degree to 
envy them, in their moft glorious 
ftate. After all, st /hall be il with 
them. "Chev have their portion in 
this life. It is unfatistying and 
snomentary When the oe 
Spring as the grafs, and when ail 
the workers of iniquity do flourifh ; 
it ts that they fhall be deftroyed far 

ever.® This night their fouls may 
be a: o. them. Then whofe 
will be their fcarler, fine linen and 
eats a Jo whom will 
they flee for help ? Aud where will 
they leave their glory ? 

3- That hell muft be a place 
unutterably dreadful, as there all 
are tormented with the burning 
flame ; as there is no relief; not 
a drop of water to cool a f{corch- 
ed tongue ; asthe ftate of all is un- 
alzerabiy fixed ; and tlicnce is no 
poflibility of elcape. How mutt 
it be rendered {till more tremen- 
dous, in that there not only fatan 
and all his infernal legions will be 
tormentors, but even brethren, fif- 
ters, all friends and allociates, who 
have lived and died in fin will alfo 
unite in the dreadful cmploymeat ? 
Yea, will be among the moft en- 
raged, and erate tormentors bead 
one another ? 
as they have lived er in delt- 
cacy and plealure ; fo much the 
more as they have been feagued 
together in jovial clubs, mocking 
atfin ; reproaching good people ; 
concerting plans to deftroy thei: 
influence ; fetting up a langh againft 
the fcriptures, blafpheming the Sav- 
iour, aad animating cach ocher in 
fin, fo much the more torment and 
forrow will the Lord ive them. 
So much the more will they give 





* Pfalm xcii. 7. 
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one another. IVo unto you tha: 
laugh now : for ye fhall mourn and 
weep. 

4. How cautious fhould breth- 
ren, fiffers and other near relatives 
be of injuring each other, by vi- 
cious lives and bad examples, 
leaft all their mutual endearmentss, 
their influence with each other, 
and the whole tenor of their living 
fhould terminate in endlefs for- 
rows? Where perjons are nomad 
in the tendereft ties of nature, 
they have great influence with each 
other, and their bad examples will 
have the moit deadly tenden- 
ty. A fenfval, wanton, gambling, 
wicked brother, gr fifier, may 
ruin a whole family. Wicked 
hufbands may deftroy their wives, 
entail the curfe of the Almighty 
upon their pofterity, unto the third 
and fourth generation, and be in. 
{trumental of their mutually and 
eternally execratiog and torment- 
ing one another. 

5. Iris anatural refleGion, that 
it immediately concerns all near 
relatives and companions in iin, 
who live at cafe, in wealth an 
pleafure, moit ferioufly to contem- 
plate what the end of theie things 
will be. Yes, that they behold 
the miferable Dives liting up his 
eyes in torments :-—Llear his ua- 
pitied groaas, and unav ailing pray- 

rs: Contempiate his fixed, unal- 
terable condition, and know, that 
except the ey ~~ at, th: ey fl ‘ell all like- 
wife perif 
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An account of a work of divine 
grace, in a revival of religton im 
thetown of ‘New-Marieorovecu 
(Maf.) in the yea r179QQ $3 com- 
municated to the Editors Ly ihe 

‘Rev. Facop Carzin. 
GiNTLEMEN, 
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glorious Works of God, 
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that of divine grace, in the con- 
verfion of finners, holds the firft 
rank. In compliance with the 
with of many, I have concluded, 
very briefly to give a general ftate- 
ment of the late work of divine 
grace among the people of this 

"nl. 

In the fummer and fall of the 
year 1783, which was previous to 
my miniftry and acquaintance in 
this town, there was a very con- 
fiderable revival of religion ; the 
happy fruit of which was, that 
nearly fifty were added to the 
church. This was the firft {pecial 
and vifible work of divine grace, 
after the fettlement of the town, a 
term of about forty years. 

In confequence of this revival, 
le€tures and conferences were fre- 
quently attended, for feveral years. 
This was the pleafing {tate of things, 
until, and after my fettlement in 
the gofpel miniftry, which was in 
the fummer of 1787. 

Attention to things divine had, 
by this time, however, greatly de- 
clined, and a growing inattention, 
among the body of the people, was 
manifeft, for about ten years.— 
During this interval of fpecial di- 
vine influence, fad were the fcenes 
of controverfy in town, 1efpecting 
theloeation of a newmeeting houfe ; 
and in the church, refpeéting dif- 
cipline and practice. 

When all thefe evils had fubfi- 
ded, and infidelity, which had 
been formidable, in troublefome 
times, ina great meafure difappear- 
ed ; there was difcoverable, in fe- 
rious profeffors, an uncommon con- 
cern for the welfare of Zion. Near 
the beginning of the year 1797, it 
was privately contemplated by fe- 
rious members of the church, to 
fet up a religious conference, to 
be attended, at lea(t, once a month. 
The plan was propofed to the 
church ; and it was recommended 
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to individuals to ufe influence to 
perfuade their conneétions and 
neighbours to attend. The con- 
ference was fmall in the beginning, 
but conftantly increafed, during 
that and the following year. In 
the winter of 1798, we had, in 
different neighbourhoods, two, ahd 
often three crouded conferences in 
a weck, eagerly attentive to the 
difcufion of bible doétrines, and 
the explanation of difficult pafla- 
ges of fcripture. This, together 
with prayer and finging, was the 
whole bufinefs of our conferences ; 
and fome people attended, even 
for years, Roos as toa {chool for 
improvement in knowledge. But 
itis apprehended, that there was 
an uncommon fpirit of prayer a- 
mong a few, for the outpouring of 
the fpirit of God. Not more than 
five or fix hopeful converfions had 
been manifefted inthe parifh for 
ten years ; and the chief of thefe 
were within the firft year, after 
the ferious refolution of attending 
conferences. 

But in the month of O&ober 
1799, afterall means had feemed 
to become unfuccefsful, and_prof- 
peéts had become very gloomy, it 
pleafed God to manifeft his glori- 
ous power, in arrefting the atten- 
tion of multitudes, not merely to 
dry fpeculations, but to the vaft 
concerns of their own fouls.— 
Though itis to be acknowledged, 
that, under the greate(t preffure of 
conviction, we generally difcover- 
ed the moft folemn attention to the 
dottrines of total depravity, elefion, 
regencration, atonement and pardon 
by the blood of Chrift, &c. 

The agitation of people’s minds 
was not very vifibke, under their 
convictions ; nor did we difcover 
any thing which borders on enthu- 
fiafm, in thofe who obtained a 
comfortable hope of reconciliation 


to God, through Jefus Chuft. We 
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think, that the appearances of per- 
fons who were fubjects of divine 
influence, were not oftentatious, 
but ferious. Difficulties we had 
to encounter, as is commonly the 
eafe, on fimilar occafions. About 
this time, originated the greateft 
exertions to propagatethe dodirines 
of univerfalifm. ‘The profpe& of 
fuccefs in thefe exertions was for 
a feafon, very threatning. There 
were many befides, who viewed 
awakenings inan unfavorable light ; 
and were induced from appearan- 
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ces, to neglect the houfe of God, | 
and even to {peak reproachfully of | 
what we confidered as the work 
of the Lord. 

Under thefe circumftances, it 
is eafy to conceive, that our affem- 
blies on the Lord’s day were not 
increafed, though our conferences 
were greatly crouded. All our 
hope, therefore, that the church 
and fociety would be fupported, 
depended on a belicf of the doc- 
trine of divine fovercignty. This 
do&trine became very precious in 
thofe days of trial ; and to this 
we found many ftubborn cnemies 
converted. 
tf As vifible and hopeful fruits of 
; this glorious vifitation of divine 
grace, about fifty-five have been 
4 added tothe church: and fevera!] 
ae more have been added in confe- 
quence of arevival of their hopes 
of an earlier date. 
the number added, fince the be- 
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4 ginning of the late revival. 
ea It is remarkable, that by ex- 
A i amination for adinifion to the 
ae. church, it has appeared, in ma- 
aA ny inftances, that ferious impref- 
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fions began, one, two, or three 
years before any vifible appearance 
of awakening ; and, that thefe 
impreflions were conccaled, in 
ae fome inftances, even from bofom 
friends, until after a hope was en- 
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It is now more than a year and 
a half, fince there has been a vif- 
ble abatement of ferious impref- 
fions ; andan increafe of that {tu- 
pidity and vanity, for which man- 
kind are notorious. But, ina re- 
view of paft fcenes, and paft e- 
vents, it 1s hoped, that fome a- 
mong us feel the importance of 
walking in the path of the juft.— 
Conferences are yet attended fre- 
guently ; but not by large numbers, 
Itishoped, that Chriftians among us 
will feel their peculiar obligation 
and encouragement, to perfevere in 
the improvement of this, and all 
other means of inftruction, and it 
appears to be the ardent prayer of 
fome, that God would return unto 
us in loving kindnefs, and not take 
away his holy fpirit from us. 

Jacos Cartin. 


New-Marlborough, t 


March 4, 1801. 

Memoirs of Mrs. Rerecca Mutts, 
confort the Rev. Samvuer 
Mixcrs of Chefer,in Sarproor, 
Connecticut ; and Extraés 
from her writings. 


RS. MILLS wasthedaugh- 
terof Col. John Belden of 
Wethersfield, Conneéticut. She 
was born A. D. 1764. From 
her infancy fhe difcovered a tender 
and lovely difpofition, which en- 
deared her earlie{t years to her val- 
uable acquaintance. She was very 
refpeétful to her parents—her 
grandparents alfo, who lived to ad- 
vancedage, found the tender aflilt- 
ing hand in this grand daughter. 
iler youth was adorned with be- 
coming fobriety. She was very 
afiduous to obtain a good educa- 
tion, and to promote the learning 
and good conduct, of a younger 
brother and fifter. 
Her father once moved with 
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tertained of faving conyerfion to 
God. 











his family into a retired fituation > 
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this proved a great trial for a fea- 
fon to this daughter, as fhe was, 
by this remoyal, deprived of the 
fociety of a large circle of acquaint- 
ance, whom fhe highly valued. 
But while the lived in this retired 
place, fhe found as fhe conceived, 
that folid peace ** which theworld 
cannot give, nor take away.” 

While here, fhe fpoke of ha- 
ving her eyes opened, ona certain 
morning, when walking out into 
the field, to behold the glory of 
God. All his works feemed to 
her to praife him, and her foul was 
drawn forth in admiration and love. 
From this time, fhe was led to a 
particular love and attention to the 
great affairs of religion.* She 
foon viewed it her duty, to name 
the name of Chrift, and to come 
to his table. . 

On the Lord’s day previous to 
her partaking of the holy fupper, 
fhe heard a difcourfe concerning 
thenew-birth.—Sheexamined with 
clofe attention, and hoped fhe found 
fome good evidence in herfelf, that 
fhe had experienced this bleffed 
change. She continued ever after 
a faithful attendant on public wor- 
fhip, and the Lord’s fupper. 

Her father foon returned to his 
former feat at Wethersfield ; but 
died not long after, with the con- 
fumption—her mother followed 
him within two years after the 
death of her hafband. 

Now was this affectionate and 
bereaved daughter forely preffed 
with heavy forrows! She being 





* The writer of thefe memoirs, has 
not been able to obtain a particular ac- 
count of her exercifes while under con- 
viction, or before fhe received comfort 
—but fofar as he can learn, fhe had 
been for a confiderable length of time, 
under ferious thoughtfulnefs and con- 
cern for hcr foul. She was upwards 
of 20 years old, when her vicws of re- 
ligton were altered as related above. 
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the eldeft of a numerous family—— 
three fifters and a brother being in 
their childhood. In this difficult 
fituation, fhe conducted with fur- 
prifing difcretion—doing the duty 
of aparent as well as fifter—the 
kept the family together in peace 
and tendernefs—promoted the un- 
finifhed education of the young 
fifters and brother, and labored to 
allure them in the paths of virtue 
and pure religion. Sheconduéted 
as one tenderly concerned both 
for their temporal, and everlafting 
welfare. 

And when God in his provi- 
dence, appeared to call her to en- 
ter into the marriage rclation, fhe 
parted from her little charge, as a 
moft tender and affectionate moth- 
er would from her children.+ 

Her regard for religion indu- 
ced her to contemplate the ftation 
of a minifter’s wife, as highly im- 
portant. This appears not only 
from her after conduét while fhe 
lived ; but from the following ex- 
traé& from her writings, dated 
Jan. 1, 1799. 

“© God, thou who haft all 
‘ powerin thine hand—blefs this 
‘new year—this new fituation to 
my foul.—It isan important {ta- 
tion thou haft placed me in— 
make me faithful in every duty— 
may I fo live as I thall with I had 
done, when I come to die: As 
my day isfolet my ftrength be. 
Blefs my partner, and make him 
a help-meet to my foul, in the 
way heaven-ward.—Make mea 
blefling to him, while life hall 
laft. O my heavenly Father, 
make me faithful and my laft 
days my beft days, moft devoted 
to thee, and when I have done 
with time, may I be fitted and 
prepared for, and receiyed into 
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+ She was married to Mr. Mills 
Feb. 1798, heing about 33 years of age. 





228 


‘ thy holy habitation, which I afk 
® for Chrift’s fake.” 

Mrs. Mills gained the high ef- 
teem and charity of her pious ac- 
quaintance, and of the people 
where fhe lived.—Her hufband in 
her truly found, “ a wife from the 
Lord.” She behaved towards 
his motherlefs children, with great 
tendernefs and affection ¢ 

That fhe wrote much by way 
of diary is highly probable, as it 
was found after her death, that fhe 
had ordered a filter, to burn upa 
& large bundle of her manufcripts. 
Only a few {craps of her private 
writings, are left behind. Buta 
fpirit of piety runs through all her 
letters to her brothers and fifters ; 
fome extraéts from which the 
compiler purpofes to fubjoin to 
thefe memoirs. 

Her humility and felf-abafement 
appear inanote, Feb. ’99. The 
text from which fhe had hearda 
difcourfe was, Matth. v. 16. 
« Let your light fo fhine,” &c. 
* How was I weighed in the bal- 
* ance, and found wanting ! How 
£ jittle have I done for God, and 
$the world of mankind? How 
“poorly has my light fhone !— 
*Come fhort in every duty—yet 
* God hath kindly lengthened out 
* my life, and given me further op- 
€ portunity.” 

In a note, dated Oct. 25th ’98, 
“ This night do I defire to devote 
‘ myfelf to God without referve, 
‘tobe as willing to be ruled by 
* his mighty power, as to be faved 
* by his mercy. O dear Redeem- 
‘er, appear for me, and fhed a- 
* broad thy love in my heart, that 
‘I may love thee with my whole 
€ foul ; take me into thine arins of 
‘love and blefs me, forgive my 
‘fins, blotout all my tranfprefs- 
} She was his fecond wife. His for- 
mer at her deceafe left 8 children, the 
moft of them {mall. 
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‘ions, fromthe book of thy re. 
membrance.” 

Among her manufcripts was 
found the following covenant with 
her maker, dated July 12, 1789. 

“ Incomprehenfible being, who 
¢ fearcheft the hearts, and trieft the 
‘reins of the children of men.— 
‘Thou knoweft my heart; my 
‘ thoughts are all unveiled to thee, 
‘Thou knowelt, O my God, the 
* oreatelt defire of my foul is to 
‘be entirely thine. The fpirit is 
‘willing and ready to obey, but 
‘the fiefh is weak. O heavenly 
‘ Jefus, be thou my fupport, my 
* puardian to direct me aright.— 
‘ Heavenly Father, in thy pre- 
‘fence I religioufly devote myfelf 
“to thy fervice, and entirely fub- 
‘mit myfelf to thy will, know- 
‘ing thy all-fearching eye is upon 
‘me. I renounce the vanities and 
‘amufements of the world, and 
‘ choofe thee as my happinefs, my 
‘ felicity and everlafting portion. 
‘Othou fupporter of the weak, 
‘ by whofe power alone I fhall be 
fable to ftand, eftablifh this ref- 
* olution in my foul. Put thy fear 
‘into my heart, that I may never 
‘depart from thee. Let not the 
* world with all its flatteries, draw 
‘me from thee. Keep me in the 
‘hour of temptation, deliver me 
‘ from every evil. Omy God, I 
‘ fecretly reft in thee, through the 
‘blood of thy Son, that thou 
‘ wouldeft ftrengthen me with this 
‘ refolution. 

‘Becca Berpven.” 

The following is an extract from 
another covenant. ‘ J do hereby 
¢ difclaim all other ways of falva- 
‘tion, and betake myfclf to thee 
‘as my only Mediator and Sa- 
‘ viour—I gladly accept of thee as 
‘my Prophet, Prieft and King, to 
‘ plead my caufe with the Father, 
‘by thy meritorious death, and 
‘powerful interceffion. I re- 
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¢ nounce all my own righteoufnefs, 
‘and come unto thee naked, hun- 
‘ory and thirfty, cafting all my 
* cares at thy feet—imploring thy 
‘ aid to directme aright—O Lord 
¢ Jefus, by thy grace I do hereby 
* renounce all the enemies of the 
‘holy Trinity ;—the world, the 
© flefh, and the devil.—I do fur- 
‘render myfelf to thee, Father, 
‘ Son and Spirit, one God, to be 
‘thine, and thine only. Seeing 
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‘ken of thee, O city of God— 
‘ praifed be thy holy name my 
‘ God, for thy mercies this day. 
‘ I have relifhed thy word this day, 
‘and it has been {weet to my foul 
‘ —Let this day ever be remem- 
‘bered by me. Bilefs it unto my 
‘ foul O my God.” 

March 30th,1794. * Brought 
‘again to the houfe ot God this 
‘holy morning: O how good to 
* waiton the Lord ! Sweet has the 


‘above all things, thou require(t | ¢ word been this day to my foul.” 


*the heart, I do now make a fur- | 


There are feveral of her notes 


* rendry of mine, to thee. O Lord | befides, which the compiler has 


‘take it, and form it for thyfelf— | 
* make itentirely new—holy, pure, 
‘ free from fin—put thy fear into 
‘it, that it may never depart from | 
‘ thee, for I have found it corrupt, 
* wicked and deceitful, and dare | 
* no longer pretend to manage it.— | 
‘“O my God, I fweetly reft my | 
‘ foul on thee.”’ 

It is evident from fome remain- | 
ing {craps, that fhe was a very | 
faithful and profitable hearer, of | 


omitted. They all breathe forth 
the fame fpirit of piety and devo- 
tion. 

Let us now attend her, in her 
laft ficknefs and death. 

Mrs. Mills the fummer before 
her marriage, fell into a very low 
{tate of health, and her cafe threat- 
eneda confirmed decline. ‘Tho’ 
fhe in fome mealure recovered, fhe 
ever after remained in a feeble hab- 
it. Her laft illnefs began more 


a preached gofpel, and a devout perceptibly. In June sSo1, the 


attendant on the Lord’s fupper. 
June 12. “ Had another oppor- 


‘commemorate our dying Lord. 


| 
| 
| 
‘ tunity to fit at the holy feftival, to | 
| 
! 


* But how frozen was my heart ! I 


‘fought him, but I could not find | 


‘him, as I wifhed—rcturned not 
* fatisfied—begun to doubt wheth- 
‘er [hada right there—took up 
‘Mr. Wadfworth’s guide for the 
‘doubting, ard cordial for the 
‘ faint—read the eleventh cafe— 
“ Didft thou ever know a dead 
‘man hungry, or thirfty, or com- 
‘ plain for want of food?’ Thefe 
* words comforted my heart.” 
July 13. “ O my heavenly 
* Father, I have again been per- 
‘mitted to /ifit thy holy courts, 
* to waitor thee according to thine 
‘ appointment.—-Thy word has 


‘been fweetly difpenfed there— | 
* and glor:vus things have been fpo- 





declined gradually, until about 3 
weeks before her death, when the 
progrefs of her diforder became 
more rapid. 

She endured her illnefs with 
much patience ; not a murmur 


| dropped from her lips, through the 


whole fecene of her diltrefs. 

But in her lengthened indifpo- 
fition, while the daily viewed death 
approaching, fhe labored under 
diltrefiing doubts and fears, left all 
her hopes had been gounded on 
a fandy foundation. Pious ac- 
quaintance and Chriftians of differ- 
ent denominations, who vifited 
her, confiderded her as a child of 
God, and admired her charity ; 
but while fhe entertained a good 
opinion of others, the hada low 
elteem of herfelf. She had fuch 
a deep and affecting fenfe of her 
own guiltinefs and unworthinefs, 
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fie fometimes feared fhe fhould 
eave the world in defpair. But 
towards the clofe of her life, the 


had fome momentary relicf, from | 


particular paflages of fcripture ; 
but her comfort would foon vanith, 
and leave her again in a {tate of ve- 
ry painful anxiety and keen dif- 
trefs of mind. 

The morning that fhe denarted, 
being Auguit 19, 1801, was after 
feveral days and nights of great 
bodily diitrefs ;—extorting from 
her breaft, continual groans. At 
feven in the morning the defired 
to be fet up in her bed. She was 
raifed accordingly, and fupported 
by her hufband. A\s foon as fhe 
was in this pofition, fhe ceafed to 
groan, converfed a few words ra- 
tionally, and then fell into a very 
ardent, pathetic prayer, for herfelf 
—in which fhe prayed as one that 
muf? be heard. She repeated her 
petition for herfelf,—prayed for 
the family——for the world of man- 
kind ; then defired to be Jaid 
down. ‘This being done, fhe ear- 
neftly prayed with a diftin& voice, 
* Do thou, Lord Jefus, receive me 
to thyfelt !? When feeming to be 
about repeating the fame words, 
fie died aw: Ly without a groan or 
ftrugeie. The breathlefs clay forth- 
with refamed its tranquil appear- 
reminded the beholder 
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“ Ah! lovely appearance of death. 





“ How bielt is our fitter bereft, 

“ Of all that conld burden her mind: 
“ How eafy the foul that has Jefe, 
This wearifome body behind.” 


“ The me mory of the jupiis Vleffed.” 


She has left behind a bereaved 
hufband, and a promifing fon, about 
Sxteen mont + old, whom fhe de- 

fired might be fuitably educated, 
aid devoted to the gofpel miniftry. 
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Here follow fome extraéts from 
her letters, which were in the 
hands of her brothers and fifters, 
at her death. 

To one of her fifters the writes 
thus :—* Ever dear, dear fitter, 
‘Your letter gave me inexpreflible 
¢ pleafure And efpecially to 
‘hear that you was making the 
‘ great enquiry—-concerned for 
* your foul—mourning for fin.— 
* How great, how good is God ! 
‘To remember mercies in the 
‘ midft of affiction—call fome to 
‘himfelf, while others go aftray. 
© You afk my advice, concerning 
‘ fome remaining doubts, in taking 
‘that folemn covenant upon your- 
‘felf. I am not capable of in- 
‘ ftructing you, for I have much to 
‘learn. But this I can advife you, 
“to have recourfe to the word of 
“God; try yourfelf there. In 
‘this facred volume, there is a 
‘ balfam for every wound. It was 
‘tor the fick foul that Chrift ap- 
‘peared. ‘ Hedid not come to 
‘callthe righteous, but finners to 
‘ repentance.” If you fee yourfelf 
‘ thus poor and helplefs—your un- 
‘done ftate within yourfelf, and 
* that there is help in no other but 
‘Chrift; the promifes are yours. 
‘We cannot merit any thing of 
‘ourfelves. If you feel that you 
‘would freely give up all for 
‘ Chrift ; then the word of God 
‘ fpeaks fweetly for yous; Chrift 
‘ died for you. 

‘Does your hufband go with 
you? How charming to fee a 
whole family walking the heav- 
enly road! How it fweetens 
every care, and greatly adds to 
the happinefs of this life, but joy 
inexprefhible in the life to come! 
Do tell him the great duty in- 
‘ cumbent on him, as the head of 
a family, not to neglest family 
* prayer nor that great duty 
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¢ of giving up his child in baptifm. 
‘O my friends, with this child, 
‘you have a precious foul com- 
‘ mitted to your care—fee to it that 
€ you do your duty, and walk be- 
‘fore it with pious examples.— 
‘ May God grant the {weet influ- 
‘ences of his Holy Spirit upon 
* you, fcatter every doubt, and 
* give you free accefs to him, thro’ 
* the merits of his Son.” 

In another letter to a fitter, da- 
ted Chefter December 22, 1800, 
fhe writes thus, “ I hope you are 
‘ enjoying all the fweets of health : 
‘ If fo, you have great opportunity 
‘ for reading, meditation and pray- 
‘er. In the morning of life, im- 
¢ prove thofe precious moments. — 
Not with vain books, which will 
*not profit—but the bible, that 
“beft of books. Let it be early 
‘treafured in you mind—TIt will 
* guide and dire& you in every 
“ {cene of life. Befides, there are 
* many and a great variety of very 
‘excellent books, in which we 
“may improve the mind, if we 
‘have a heart difpofed forit. If 


‘ we fit ftill, we fhall perifh. But | 


* there is every encouragement for 
‘us to prefs forward. God has 
‘ promifed to * be found of them 
‘ that feek him.” 

‘His favor and love are of 
‘more value than ten thoufand 
‘worlds. Should we not leave 
¢ all for him ? This world is a dark 
‘world without Chrift. O may 
‘he be our light and life. I with 
‘ you every happinefs for time and 
‘ eternity.” B. M. 

In a letter to a younger brother, 
June 1799, fhe writes, “O my 
* brother! more than brother, my 
* child! How are you? What are 
* you doing ? How do you fpend 
‘ your time ?—Perhaps you may 
‘think me impertinent ;—but I 
‘feel interefted in every concern 
* of your life ;—and long to have 
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‘ you lead a heavenly life, and fo 
‘live, as you will with you had 
‘ done, when you come to die. 

‘ Rife early ; devote your morn- 
‘ing hours to your God, and to 
‘his holy word—there are fweet 
‘ counfels and direétions, that will 
‘ lead and guide you at all times, 
‘in every duty—liften to its /lill 
‘ fmall voice. Do not Jet the bu- 
‘fy world draw your feet afide. 
‘But O may you be kept from 
‘the many temptations that fur- 
‘round you, and be found in the 
‘way of your duty—hufbanding 
‘ your time to the beit advantage— 
‘knowing that we are proba- 
‘ tioners tor a thort fpace. Happy 
‘they, that are found with their 
‘ lamps trimmed and burning, wait- 
‘ ing for the coming of their Lord. 
‘My dear brother, be found in 
‘ that happy number.” 

In another letter to a fifter, the 
writes ‘Many thanks for your kind 
‘ favor, prefented by the hand of 
‘fitter B - Your juft fenti- 
ments in religion rendered it tru- 
ly agreeable. O my N . 
may you profefs it in fincerity 
and trath. Find Goda father 
to you at all times, the Holy 
Ghoft your fanéiifier and preferv- 
er. In enjoying God, you pof- 
fefs all things that are truly valu- 
able, fur time and a never ending 
‘eternity. Now youhave a talent 
‘ put into your hand, improve it— 
‘ you are not hurried in bufinefs— 
‘a great opportunity to read your 
‘ bible, the belt of guides—atrend 
‘it while young, it will direét you 
‘in every {cene of life.”’ 

God grant that the amiable tem- 
per, and pious examples which this 
perfon has exhibited, may be imi- 
tated by all her furviving friends 
and acquaintance, and by all into 
whofe hands thefe memoirs may 
come ! 
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sidmonitions from the Death- Bed. 
(Continued from p. 153.) 
NUMBER IV. 

N aged Lady, who had paf- 


_fed her ninetieth year, ap- 
peared in the morning to be com. 
fortable, except the common in- 
firmities of age; nor were there 
any fymptoms in her cafe, of {pee- 
dy death. Sitting at a window, 
fhe obferved her minifter pafling in 
the ftreet and defired he might be 
called in. On his entering, fhe 
told him that for feveral weeks fhe 
had been much troubled with the 
apprehenfions of death, which mutt 
be near to a perfon of her age.— 
Suppofing fhe had loft the eviden- 
ces of her Chriftian fincerity and 
intereft in Chrift, lie began to 
bring into view fuch marks of trial 
as would moft fenfibly excite the 
feelings of her heart, and thus af- 
fift her to regain that peaceful 
hope which fhe had enjoyed for 
many years, and which he believed 
to be fafely grounded in the gof- 
pel. Perceiving his defign, the 
told him fhe had no fpecial doubt 
of her own fincerity ; that though 
an unworthy finner, fhe could fay, 
“Whom have I in heaven but 
thee ;”” and that fhe was not afraid 
to be dead : Alfo that fhe was not 
much afraid of the pains of dying; 
but that her fear was, left through 
pain or fome other caufe fhe might 
do fomething that would difhonor 
Chrift and religion. A fear of 
this appeared to have taken deep 
hold of her mind. Various things 


were faid to infpire her with Cone |} ‘ 
ore "| fhould order the circumftances of 


fidence, that he who had given her 


grace to live, would alio pive her | 


grace to dic as a Chiriflian. 
then defired him to pray with her, 
and particularly to intreat that 
God would fo order the circum- 
Rances of herdeath, that fhe might 


She | 
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do nothing to difhonor him or?relj. 
gion. Fler defire was complied 
with, and her requeit particularly 
urged at the throne of grace. Im- 
mediately after this duty, he left 
her feated in a chair, without any 
apprchenfions of his own, or in 
her friends around her, that fhe 
was foon to die. 

Being a little wearied with the 
converfation, immediately on his 
departure, fhe retired to an adjoin- 
ing bed. She was no fooner Jaid 
on the bed, than fhe expreffed a 
feeling of ftrong pain from the 
crown of her head to the fole of 
her feet, and was inftantly dead. 

The event was fingular. Whence 
came her anxiety on the fubjeét, 
when there was no particular imdi- 
cation of approaching death, from 
the ftate of her heaith ? Whence 
her concern to die as a Chriftian, 
and her fpitit of prayer for divine 
fupport in that trying hour ? Alt 
the circumftances, as they took 
place one after another, in the 
fight of men, appeared to be cafu- 
al ; but vicwed in their conneétion 
after the folemn event, appear to 
have been the {pecialordering of a 
good God, whe heareth prayer,and 
in whofe fight thedeath of his fair ts 
is precious. ‘The Lord gave to 
this his child the fpirit of prayer, 
that he might anfwer it to the 
praife of his grace. She feared 
not to be dead, and he fo ordered 
the circumltances of her departure, 
that no difhonor couldcome onher 
oe maruae: even from the 
frailtiegand weaknefsof atender fe- 
maleconttitution. It isbeftthat God 


| death for his people. It is not un- 


| 


| 
| 
| 


common for Chrittians, who have 
a conarmed hope in the grace 
of God, to be anxioufly concerned 
about the circumftances of their 
death. Letthem, from the many 
initances of divine care which we 
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fee, learn to traft this matter in 
the hands of a wife and good Re- 
deemer. If they will make it their 
chief concern and daily prayer, 
that God may be glorified in their 
death, he will be faithful to fee 
that their prayer is gracioufly an- 


{wered. 
PRESBUTEROS. 





Thoughts on the danger of being 
inflrumental of hardening others 
in fin, and of aiding themin the 
deftruction of their fouls. 


N tracing the evil confequences 

of fin, the unrighteous ought 
not to {top atthe deftruction of 
their own fouls ; for it is often the 
cafe, that they are inftrumental of 
bringing ruin on many others, 
whofe fouls are of as much worth 
as their own. Vicwing their con- 
nection and influence in fociety, 
the lofs of their own fouls may be 
but a very fmall part of the evil 
refulting from their ungodly lives. 
The unfaithful minfter, in confe- 
quence of his concealing the truth, 
and prophefying {mooth things to 
the people of his charge, may go 


to deftruétion with the blood of | 


hundreds of fouls found in his 
fkirts. The wicked parent, in 
confequence of his irreligious life, 
may lic down in everlafting for- 
row, accompanied by his children, 
and his children’s children. 
Though every finner will be 
taken away in his own iniquity, 
yet his ruin may be the natural 
fruit of the example or the inftruc- 
tions of fome other perfon. Form- 
ed, as we are, for fociety, we ne- 
ceffarily have influence on each 
other. We are piadiically invit- 
ing each other to purfue the broad 
way which leadeth to deftruétion, 
orto walk in the ftraight and nar- 
row way which leadeth to life eter- 
nal. As far as our influence ex- 
Vor. II, No. 6. 


Dangerous influence of evil examples. 
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tends in fociety, fo far we are lead- 
ing others to that which is goad, 
or to that which is evil. We are 
undoubtedly inftrumental of form- 
ing each other’s characters for eters 
nity. This is a moft folemn 
thought ! Confidering our rela- 
tion to our familics—to our neigh- 
bours and to all our acquaintance, 
the Jofs of our own fouls may be 
as nothing, compared with the evil 
which may come upon others, as 
a fruit or confequence of our wicks 
ednefs; and yet they be taken 
away in their own iniquity. 

Every perfon whoindulges himfelf 
in theprattice of fin, whofe conduct 
evidences that he has no fear of 
God before his eyes; may be con- 
fidered as being infinitely mifchiev- 
ous to the fouls of his acquaintance. 
It is true, God may interpofe, b 
his power, and prevent the mi- 
chief. But what if he does 2—— 
What if God by his almighty 
grace, prevent others from being 
ruined by his wicked example ? 
Surely no thanks will be due to 
this ungodly perfon, nor will his 
criminality be leffened. We are to 
look upon ¢hat as being the natut 
al tendency of fin, which would 
appear to be its tendency, if God 
did not interpofe and prevent its 
mifchief. Confidering the corrupt- 
nefs of the human heart, it ismo 
lefs dangerous to fet bad examples 
before our families, and before 
our neighbours, than itis to drop 
fire where there is a quantity of 
combultibles. In both cafes, evil 
will follow without fome fpecial 
interpofition. Depraved men are 
wife to do evil. ‘They may eafily 
be influenced to forget God, to 
trample upon Chrift, and to break 
his laws. All this is natural to 
them. Only let divine reftraints 
be taken off, and nothing will be 
too bad for them to be taught. 

That head of a family, who lives 
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in the negleé& of family-prayer, 
does the fame as to tell his chil- 
dren, that they may difpenfe with 
prayer. He gives the fame in- 
{truction to his neighbours and to 
all who are acquainted with his 
practice. His example, as far as 
it is known, influences others to 
forget God, and to live without 
God. He exhibits evidence of 
not being afraid of aiding his fam- 
ily and others in the deftruétion of 
their fouls—That perfon who 
negieéts public worfhip, and who 
pays little or no refpeét to God’s 
holy fabbath, {pending it in carnal 
reft, or in performing unneceflary 
labor, does no better than to tell 
luis family and his neighbours, that 
public worfhip is of no great con- 
fequence, and that a trict obferv- 
ance ef the fabbath may be difpen- 
fed with. His example is calcu- 
lated to have a moft pernicious in- 
fluence on their fouls. Placed, as 
he is, at the head of a family, he is 
a blind leader of the blind. That | 
he ought to have influence in his 
family, all will admit ; but while 
he is fo regardlefs of the word and 
inftitutions of God, his influence 
operates directly againff God. He 
tramples the religion of Chrift un- 
der his feet, and teaches others to 
do the fame. 

They, who have been convinced 
of the worth of fouls, feel that their 
example, as others are refpected, 
is of great confequence. When 
they have any proper feelings on 
this fubjeét, they are conftrain- 
ed to look diligently left any one, 
through their means, fhould far/ of | 
the grace of God. God has given | 
the benevolent fome fight of their 
ow loft ftate, and they know how 
to pity others. They are afraid of 
being inftrumental of hardening 
them in fin. They are afraid that 
the blood of the fouls of their | 

pastners in life, their children and © 
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their neighbours may be found ia 
their {kirts. Convinced that God 
makes ufe of means to harden men, 
as well as to aroufe and awaken 
them, they know that whenever 
they yield to fin, they counte- 
nance and fupport it in the view of 
others, and if God do not prevent, 
this will certainly be a mean of 
hardening them. 

In the application of a fubje& 
of this nature, men cannot be too 
critical, becaufe it concerns their 
daily practice, andin matters too, 
in which their future peace, and 
the future well-being of thofe who 
are capable of being influenced by 
them, are deeply interefted. 





Religious Intelligence. 


Extrad of a ketier from a pious 
avoman in New-Connecticu?, 
to ler parents in this flate, dated 
Avstinnurc, September, 180. 


“ Honorep Parents, 


IMPROVE a favorable op- 
portunity to inform you how 
we get along in this wildernefs.— 
We arrived the 21ft of July, and 
found the inhabitants of our fettle- 
ment in general well. They all 
ppeared to welcome us here, and 
to rejoice that the Lord had made 
our way profperous. Bloomfield 
Church was the laft that we paffed, 
and we hardly found a Chriftian 
or any appearance of religion = 
we came to this fettlement. Th 
firft fabbath after our arrival, we 
attended meeting ; and to fee our 
little affembly, which confifted of 
about fifty perfons, meet with fo 
much folemnity, was matter of fo 
much joy, that I almoft forgot the 


privileges I liad left behind. Mr. 
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Robbins’* letter was read, which 
brought to mind our worthy paftor, 
and deeply affeéted the hearts of 
all, even thofe who were ftrangers 
to him ; fo that it was with difh- 
culty the laft prayer was made. We 
have very good meetings. There 
are feveral people who affift in the 
fervice, who appear to have the 
gift as well as the grace of prayer. 
At our meetings a fermon is read, 
and we have good finging. Our 
affembly is folemn ; Chrift appears 
to meet with us, and we almoft 
forget we are in the wildernefs. 
{t is true we do not hear what 
God is doing in other places as we 
ufed to do ; yet we*have the con- 
folations of religion in relying on 
his word, that he is carrying on all 
his defigns. 1 wifh our friends 
would continue to pray for us that 
we may be profpered ; that we 
may have pious inhabitants come 
in, and that God would plant a 
church here and water it with 
heavenly dew ;—that one branch 
of Chrift’s Church might arife here 
and fhine, and that the gates of 
hell may never prevail againtt it. 

“ The Rev. Mr. Badger, the 
Mifhionary, preached here Augult 
oth, the firft fermon that was ever 
preached in this place. His text 
was Adts viii. 5,6,8. He was 
very much admired, and appears 
deeply interefted for the welfare 
of the people in thefe new fettle- 
ments. On Tuefday he preached 
a leture and catechized and in- 
ftruéted the children. On Thurf- 
day he preached again from Col- 
loflians ii. 6, a fermon particularly 
adapted to thofe of his hearers who 
were Chriftian profeffors. He re- 


* Many of the fettlets of Auftinburg 
removed from Norfolk, in this ftate. 
Mr. Robbins, paftor of the church in 
Norfolk, laft furnmer addreffed a patto- 
ral letter to them, which is the one ale } 
luded to above. 
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minded them of the privileges they 
had enjoyed before their removal 
into the wildernefs ; pointed out 
to them the danger of their prefent 
fituation, and exhorted them to 
{peak often one to another. After 
meeting he converfed with our 
leading men refpecting eftablifhing 
a church, and drew up the form of 
a covenant for the purpofe. Since 
then the people have had feveral 
conferences on the fubje&, and 
have agreed to have a church eftab- 
lifhed on Mr. Badger’s return from 
the Indians. I muft clofe my let- 
ter with afking the prayers of our 
Chriftian friends, for we are in- 
deed a little feeble band.”’ 





Extra@ of a letter from one of ihe 
ConneGicut Miffionaries in VeER- 


mont, dated Wairsrizttp, OGo- 
ber 6, 1801. 


“ The open door for Miffionary 
labors in this {tate far exceeds my 
expectations. The country is large 
and rapidly fettling. There are 
fome eminent Chriftians in every 
place, and in many towns there 
are awakenings. At Effex, Weft- 
ford and Swanton, the appearance 
is like many towns in Conncéti- 
cut, the beginning of the year 
1799 ; and the work is perfectly 
the fame. God has greatly {miled 
onthe labors of Miffionaries, in 
thefe parts, and I truft that neither 
the Miffionary Society, nor the 
good people who contribute and 
pray, labor in vain. There is more 
bufinefs than ten Miflionaries can 
do on this fide the mountain, north 
of Hew-Haven. “ And the found 
of a poing is heard in the top of 
the mulberry trees.” 





MISSIONARIES. 
Noy. 5. The Rev. Ezekiel F. 


Chapman; entered on a miflion to 


' New-Connetticnt 
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Ordination of the Rey. Ezekiel J. 
Chapman. 


At a Meeting of the Affociation of 
Tolland County, convened, by ad- 
journment, in the firfl Society of 
Hebron, O&ober27th, 1801.— 
Prefent,—Rev. Mefs’rs John 
Willard, Amos Baffett, Royal 
Tyler, Nathan Gillet, Diodate 
Brockway ard Ephraim T. 
Woodruff. 


The Rev. Nathan Wilhams, 

D. D. Moderator of the Affoci- 

ation being abfent, the Rev. Fobn 
Willard was chofen Moderator. 

A Letter from the Committee 

of Miffions, appointed by the Truf- 


Connetticut, addreffed to the Affo- 


lowing, to wit, 


At a Meeting of the Commitice of 
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“ the Board, fhould appoint a Can- 
“‘ didate for the Miniftry, a Mit 
“ fionary to New-Conneéticut, the 
“ faid Committee requeft the Af- 
“ fociation where faid Candidate 
“‘ was licenfed, to ordain him to 
“ the work of the gofpel Minittry, 
“‘ particularly as an Evangelift, 
*¢ previous to his entering on his 
‘¢ mifion; and that the Rev. 
“ Mefs’rs. Levi Hart, D. D. and 
“ Cyprian Strong be requefted to 
“ attend, as adelegation from this 
“ board, and afhft in the ordina- 
“tion of faid Candidate, if upon 
‘¢ examination he fhould be judged 
** qualified for the work.” 

And whereas the Committee of 


| Mifhions have appointed Mr. Eze- 


| kiel F. Chapman, a Candidate for 
tees of the Miffionary Society of | 


the Miniftry, licenfed by you, to 


go on a mifhon to New-Conneéti- 
ciation was read, in the words fol- | 


Miffions, appointed by the Truj- 


tees of the Miffionary Socicty of 
Conneticut, holden at Hartford, 
O@ober 13th, 1801. 
Voted, That application be 
made to the Affociation of Tol- 
Jand County to ordain to the work 


an Evangelift in the new fettle- 
ments, Mr. Exchie/ 7. Chapman, 
a licentiate from their body ; and 
that for this purpofe the following 
letter be tranf{mitted to faid Affo- 
ciation. 


To the Afjfociation of Tolland Coun- 
ty, to be convened at Hebron the 
27th of inf. OGober. 

Whereas the Truftees of the 
Miffionary Society of Connedicut 
at their feflion the 2d of September 
laf, paffed a vote inthe words 
following, to wit, 

“ Voted, that if the Committee 


cut, the faid Committee, in purfu- 
ance of the above vote of the Truf- 
tees, hereby requeft you to ordain 
the faid Mr. Chapman, if upon ex- 
amination you fhould think him 
qualified for the work of the min- 


_ iftry ; and that you admit the Rev. 


Mefs’rs Levi Hart, D. D. and 


| Cyprian Strong to fit in council 
with you and affift in the ordina- 


| 


; Nf , / tion, as a delegation from the 
of the gofnel miniftry, with a par- | : 8 


ticular reference to his laboring as | 


Board of Truftees. The Com- 


| mittee alfo requeft, that, in cafe 


you fhould proceed to ordain Mr. 
Chapman, you tranfmit to the 
Truftees a certified copy of the 
minutes of your proceedings on the 
fubje&t, that they may be lodged 
among their files. 

In the name and in behalf of the 

Committee of Miffions, 


ABEL Fuint, Secretary. 


Whereupon Voted, that the Af 
fociation refolve themfelves into 


1 ° ° " ° ° 
| an ordination Council, for the 


' 
{ 


purpofe fpecified in the above letter 


| from the Committee of Mifhons ; 
“ of Mifions, during the recefs of | andthatthe Rev. Mefs’rs Levi Hart, 





1801. } 
D. D. and Cyprian Sironz, who 


are prefent, be invited to fit in 
council with the Affociation, pur- 
fuant to the requeft of the Com- 
mittee of Mifhons. 

The Rev. Mefs’rs del Flint 
and dmafa Porter, being prefent, 
were alfo invited to join the Aflo- 
ciation as an ordaining Council. 

The Rev. Amos Bafett, Scribe 
of the Affociation, requefting to 
be excufed from officiating as 
Scribe on the prefent occafion, the 
Rev. Abe! Flint was appointed 
Scribe of the Council. 

‘The Council was then opened 
with prayer by the Moderator.— 
The Council proceeded to examine 
Mr. Chapman, refpecting his knew- 
ledge of the doftrines of Chrifti- 
anity,—his belief in thofe doc- 
trines,—his ability to teach them 
to others,—his experimental ac- 
quaintance with the truth,—his 
views in entering on the work of 
the minifiry,—his qualifications for 
a mifhonary, and his motives for 
entering into that fervice, and gain- 
ing full fatisfaction on thefe points, 
—Voted unanimoufly to confe- 
crate him to the work of the min- 
iftry, with peculiar reference to his 
laboring asa Miffionary in the new 
Settlements in the United States 
of America ; and that the folem- 
nity of his ordination be attended 
at the Meeting houfe in this place 
to-morrow at half paft ten o’clock, 
A.M. 

Voted, that the feveral parts of 
the ordination fervice be perform- 
ed by the following perfons,—the 
Rey. Royal Tyler to make the in- 
troductory prayer; the Rev. Levi 
Hart, D*D. to preach the Ser- 
mon ; the Rev. Cyprian Strong to 
make the confecrating prayer ; du- 
ring which the Rev. Mefs’rs John 
Willard, Levi Hart, Cyprian 
Strong and Amos Baffit to lay on 
hands ;—the Rey. Yohn Willard 
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to give the Charge; the Rev. 
Amos Bafeit to give the Right 
Hand of Fellowfhip; and the 
Rev. Amafa Porter, to make the 
concluding prayer. 
Paffed in Council, 
Attelt, 


Assy Furnrt, Scribe. 





On Wednefday Otober 28th, 
1801, The Rev. Ezekiel F. Chap- 
man, in purfuance of the above 
vote, was folemnly confecrated to 
the work of the miniftry. 

After the minutes of the Coun- 
cil were read, the following quef- 
tions were put : 

Queftion 1. To the Rev. Cyprian 
Strong. Mr. Strong, do you, Siz, 
in the maine of the Committee of 
Miffions, now publicly renew their 
appointment of Mr. Ezekiel F. 
Chapman, as a Miffionary to the 
new fettlements, and their requeft 
that he be confecrated to the work 
of the gofpel miniftry as an Evan- 
gelift ? 

Anfwer. I do. 

9.2. To Mr. Chapman. Mr. 
Chapman, do you now publicly 
accept of your appointment as a 
Mifhonary to the new fettlements, 
and do you confent to receive ordi- 
nation with that view ? 

4. 1 do. 

2.3. To the Moderator. Mr. 
Moderator, do you, Sir, in the 
name of this Council, approve of 
Mr. Ezekiel F. Chapman, as quali- 
fied for the work of the gofpel min- 
iftry, and forthe Mifhonary fer- 
vice ? 

A. Ydo. 

9,4. To the Moderator. Shall 
the ordination folemnity now pro- 
ceed ? 

A. It thall. 

The cuftomary religious fervices 
were then performed. Doétor 
Hart preached from Aéts xxvi. 
16—18. 
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Ordination of the Rev. Samuel 
Leonard. 


ON Wednefday the 21ft of Oc- 
tober, the Rev. Samuel Leonard, 
was ordained to the work of an 
Evangelift, at Richmond, Maffa- 
chufetts, with aview to Mifhona- 
ry labors. The Rev. Yohn Aor/e, 
of Green-river (N. Y.) made the 
introductory prayer ; the Rev. //- 
van Hyde of Lee, preached the 
fermoa, from 1 ‘Tim. iv. 16 ; the 
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Rev. Thomas Allen of Pittsfield, | 


made the confecrating prayer ; the 
Rev. Dr. Weft of Stockbridge 
gave the charge; the Rey. David 


Porter of Spencertown (N. Y.) | 


eae = . — Satna tues which he thought it impoffible 
Richmond, made the concluding | to imitate, one day afked the 


rayer. Mr. Leonard is appoint- 
ed by the Miffionary Socicty in the 
County of Berkthire to go ona 
mifhon of two months into the 
northern counties of Vermont, and 
has entered upon his miffiion. 





Ordination of the Rev. Alvan 
Underwood. 

On Wedacefday May 27th, the 
Rev. Alvan Underwood, was or- 
dained tothe work of the gofpel 
miniftry in the fecond Society in 
Wooditeck. The Rev. Daniel 
Dow, of Thompfon, made the 
introductory prayer 3 the Rev. 
Walter Lyon, of Pomfret, prcach- 
ed from Matt. xxviii. 20, latter 
part; the Rev. Lhphalet Lyman, 
of Wood{tock, made the confe- 
crating prayer ; the Rev. Andrew 


Fudfon, of Ashford, eave the 


charge ; the Rev. William Graves | 
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of Woodftock gave the right hand 
of fellowfhip ; and the Rev. Abiel 
Williams, of Dudley, made the 
concluding prayer. 





ANECDOTE, 


Extraded from a fearce and valua- 
ble publication. 


HERE was an Italian Bifk- 

op who had ftragled through 

great difficutlics without repining, 
and who met with much oppofition 
inthe difcharge of his Epifcopal 
funétions without betraying the leaft 
impatience. An intimate friend of 
his, who highly admired thofe vir- 


prelate if he could communicate 
the fecret of being always eafy ? 
‘ Yes,’ replied the old man, ¢ I can 
teach you my fecret,and with creat 
facility—itconfifts in nothing more 
than makinga right ufe of my eyes.” 
His friend begeed him to ex- 
plain himfelf. * Moft willingly,’ re- 
turned the Bifhop. * In what- 
foever ftate lam, I firft of alllook 
up to heaven, and I remember my 
principal bufinefs here is to get 
there ; [ then look down upon the 
earth, and call to mind how {mall 
a fpace I fhall occupy in it, when 
I come to be intered ; I then look 
abroad into the world, and ob- 
ferve what multitudes there are, 
who are in all refpeéts more un- 
happy than myfelf. Thus I learn 
where true happinefs is placed, 
where all our cares muft end, and 
how very little reafon I haveto 
repinc or complain.’ 


1801. ] 
POETRY. 


COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL. 


Mefs’rs. Ep1rors, 

IF you think the following little 
pieces, or any of them, deferving of a 
place in your very valuable publication, 
they are at your fervice. 

PHILANDER. 
Lynch, (Virginia) Oc. 30, 1801. 


HYMN I. 
The Chrifian’s review of bis former fate. 


I. [ ONG in the paths of fin I trode, 
4 And wander’d far away from 
God ; 
By mercies and by threats unmov'd, 
Tho’ confcience oft my deeds reprov'd. 


2 Chain’ddown toearth,a willing flave, 
To her vain toys my heart I gave ; 


A thoufand difappointments found, 
Yet ftill purfu’d the weary round. 


3. The gofpel oft I heard proclaim’d, 
And Chrift a precious Saviour nam’d ; 
His glory was conceal’d from me, 
Becaufe my need I did not fee. 


4. Lheard of God’s moft righteous law, 
But nothing of its beauty faw : 

{ts curfe alarm’d my foul in vain ; 

I foon return’d to fin again. 


5. To think of death I could not bear, 
Becaufe it fill'd my foul with fear : 
Immers’d im fchemes of earthly blifs, 
‘Gainft heav’n itfelf I clos’d my eyes. 


6. Thus finking faft to endlefs woe, 
My dang’rous ftateI did not know ; 
Dreaming that all would yet be well, 


i flumber’d on the brink of hell. 


7» How great the pow’r, how rich the 
grace, 

Which fnatch’d me from that dreadful 
place ! 

No lefs than grace and pow’r divine 

Could break the deathelike fleep of fin. 

&. Thy hand,O God, which form’d the 
light, 

And pour’d it forth thro’ ancient night, 

Thy hand alone could make me fee 

And know aright myfelf and Theos 


HYMN IL. 
The Lord’ seday Morning. 


. ORD, to thy houfe I now repair, 
The houfe of public praife and 
pray'r ; 


Poetry. 
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Let this vain world be lét behind, 
Nor trifling cares diftra& my mind. 


2. O meet me in thy courts to day, 
Teach me acceptably to pray ;~ 
And when join the facred fong, 
Let pure devotion move my tongne. 


3. Th’ attentive ear to me impart, 
The humble, underftanding heart ; 
Thy heav’nly counfels make me know, 
And teach my foul to prize them too. 


4. Strengthen my trembling faith, O 
Lord, 

Shine by thy Spirit on thy word ; 

Its facred influence make me feel, 

And all my unbelief difpel. 


5. This dulnefs from my heart remove, 
Reanimate my drooping love ; 

Let my beft treafure be on high, 

And ev’ry finful paffion die. 


6. Then in the midi of deep diftrefay 
When pain and forrow me opprefs, 
Vil call thy promifes to mind, 

And there fweet confolation find. 


HYMN IIL. 
The crofs of Chrift. 
I. ie? Jefus! when thy crofs I 


view, 
That myft’ry to the heav’nly hoft, 
I gaze with grief and rapture too, 
And ail my foul’s in wonder lolt. 


2. What ftrange compaffion fill’d thy 
breaft, 

‘That brought thee from thy throne on 
high 

To woes that cannct be expreft, 

To be defpis’d, to groan, and dic ! 


3. Was it for man, rebellious man, 
Sunk by his crimes below the grave, 
Who, juftly doom’d to endlefs pain, 
Found none to pity or to fave ; 

4. Forman didi thou forfake the ky, 
‘fo bleed upon th’ accurfed tree : 

And did& thou tafe of death to buy 
Immortal life and blifs for me ! 


s. Had I a voice to praife thy name 

Loud asthetrump that wakes the dead; 

Had! the raptur’d feraph’s flame, 

My ccbt of love could ne’er be paid. 

6 Yet, Lord, a finner’s heart receive, 

This burden’d, contrite heart of mine, 

(Thou know’ft I’ve novght befide te 
cive,) 

And let it be forever thine. 


>. 
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HYMN Iv. 
The dying Chriftian. 


i. HO’ on the bed of death } he 
Oppre& with pain and care, 
Yet in the Lord I put my truft, 
And find fweet comfort there. 


2. What tho’ | fink in forrow low, 
I never will complain ; 

My God will raife my fpirit up, 
Nor let my hope be vain. 


3. Sore trials now my Father fends 
To prove my faith and love; 
His grace fupports and fits my foul 

For reft and joy above. 


4. There isa glorious world to come, 
I view it from afar, 
Where fin and forrow are no more, 
Nor peace is mixt with fear. 


geThe 
This feeble fleth fhall rife ; 

Then fhall 1 fly with raptures new 
To dwell where Jefus is. 


6. There free from interpofing clouds 
Shall I behold his face ; 
And éendlefs ages be too fhort 
To fing redeeming grace. 


HYMN V. 
On Time. 
z IME flies apace, 


{n cealeleis race 
Man hurries to the tomb, 
in blifs or wee, 
Ere long to Lnow 
His everlafiing doom. 


@ Then let thy heart, 
Whoe’er thot art, 


= 


¥rom a friend of Mifhons, 
From do. de. . 


3 


Was? 
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grave fhall not confine me long» 


1 Dee. 


To wifdom’s voice incline ; 
| “ Ufe well this hour 
While in thy pow’r, 
‘The next may not be thine.” 
PHILANDER. 





Ox the late Revivals of Religion. 


I. i OW dreadful was our wretch- 
ed ftate, 
Ere Jefus did appear ? 
Heedlefs of our impending fate, 
We thought no danger near. 
2. We took the road of fin and death, 
Defpis’d a Saviour’s love, 
Nor fear nor hope, nor grace, nor 
wrath 
Our harden’d hearts could move. 


3. Thy people, Lord, did only weep; 
Sorrow had drench’d their eyes, 
Had laid their faith and hope ailecp ; 
Their days were {pent in fighs. 


4. But God in mercy heard their groans, 
How gracious are his ways ! 
Rebuk’d thefe unbelieving moans, 

And turn’d their fighs to praife. 


5. See fovereign mercy wake the dead, 
And crouds of finners rife ! 
The Holy Spirit on them hed, 
Immortal life fupplies. 





6. They fix their ftreaming eyeson God, 
Repentance in their iouls, 
And love, praife, wonder form a 
flood, 
Which o’er their fpirits rolls. 


7. This is thy work, Almighty Lord, 
And thine be all the praife. 
Thine holy name fhall be ador’d, 

Thro’ everlafting days. 
MIKROS. 








Donations to the Miffionary Society. 


10 Dollarss. 
10 Do. 


